A Recovery Curriculum — Where to start and what matters most

At Ropsley C of E Primary School, we strongly believe that a ‘recovery curriculum’ is essential
for our thinking and planning as we move into the 2020-21 academic year. We intend to fill
this curriculum with content that we believe is best for the children of our school community,
informed by the knowledge and understanding we have of all our pupils and families. We will
use the aims and values of Ropsley C of E Primary School to guide our judgements and build a
personalised response.

Our approach will focus on the well-being, and secure positive development of all of our
children.

Ropsley C of E Primary School’s recovery curriculum will be based on Carpenters’ five
levers, as a systematic, relationships-based approach to reigniting the flame of learning
in each child.

Barry Carpenter Professor of Mental Health in Education, Oxford Brookes University

Lever 1: Relationships —we cannot expect our pupils to return joyfully, and many of the relationships
that were thriving, may need to be invested in and restored. We need to plan for this to happen, not
assume that it will. Reach out to greet them, use the relationships we build to cushion the
discomfort of returning.

Our Aim

AT ROPSLEY C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL WE WILL: use our knowledge of the PSHE curriculum and draw on
the resourcesfrom our pastoral provision at Ropsley C of E Primary School to support opportunities in
the classroom. We will allow pupils time to enjoy peer interaction, reconnect and reignite relationships.

e We are planning for the emotional well-being of our pupils in the event of a further school
closure with every class planning for live sessions with their classes. Pastoral support for those
who need it will also move online again.
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Lever 2: Community - we must recognise that curriculum will have been based in the community for
a long period of time. We need to listen to what has happened in this time, understand the needs of
our community and engage them in the transitioning of learning back into school.

Our Aim
AT ROPSLEY C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL WE WILL: continue to communicate regularly with our school
community with clear, consistent messages. Celebrate our successes of lockdown both individually and

as a collective, share our memories. We will provide collective strength, reflecting on this period as a
Ropsley C of E Primary School family.

e Letters will go out to parents over the next week or so to support them should a closure take place
so that they can access live lessons, pastoral care, and their grocery hampers once again.

Lever 3: Transparent Curriculum — all of our pupils will feel like they have lost time in learning and
we must show them how we are addressing these gaps, consulting and co-constructing with our
pupils to heal this sense of loss.

Our Aim

AT ROPSLEY C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL WE WILL: share with our whole school community how we are
helping our pupils to recover their learning. We will build upon what our pupils know and talk openly
about their next steps. Ensuring their learning needs are personalised and addressed individually.



e Assessment and its impact on planning for teachers will be a focus for staff in our new
School Development Plan.

Lever 4: Metacognition - in different environments, pupils will have been learning in different ways. It is
vital that we make the skills for learning in a school environment explicit to our pupils to reskill and
rebuild their confidence as learners.

Our Aim

AT ROPSLEY C OF E PRIMARY SCHOOL WE WILL: work with our pupils to re-establish our class routines and
learning habits, providing our pupils with consistency and a sense of security. Apply strategies in the
classroom that regenerate their focus and re-engage them in learning.

e The school is considering each of our usual traditions and celebration one by one and arranging for
them to take place wherever it is safe to do so.

Lever 5: Space - to be, to rediscover self, and to find their voice on learning in this issue. It is only
natural that we all work at an incredible pace to make sure this group of learners are not
disadvantaged against their peers, providing opportunity and exploration alongside the intensity of
our expectations.

Our Aim

AT Ropsley C of E Primary School WE WILL: provide our pupils with opportunities to share their
experiences and feelings. We will support their emotional resilience going forward, as they have to adapt
to change. We will work with them to re-build their self-esteem and self-confidence in the school

environment.

e The headteacher is actively seeking ways to further support Growth Mindset across the school,
which will be added to our School Development Plan.



At Ropsley C of E Primary School, the embedded Values Based Education will work to our advantage
and help strengthen all of the above-mentioned levers. Our existing methods and tools will help to
speed up the recovery process.

Start by doing what's necessary; then do what's possible; and suddenly you are doing the impossible.

Francis of Assisi




