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‘Mega Structures’



Key Vocabulary:
Text

Front cover
Blurb

Contents page
Index

Alphabetical order
Fiction

Non-fiction
Setting

Information
Verse
Poem

Rhyme

English – Year 1

Key texts (Autumn A)
‘Peace at last’ by Jill Murphy

Action rhymes to include:
2 little dicky birds
Grandma’s glasses
Here’s the lady’s knives and 
forks
Poem
‘Brother’ by Mary Ann 
Hoberman

Common Exception Words (CEW) to read 
and spell:

Key Vocabulary:

Adjective
Noun

Punctuation
Full stop

Capital letter
Finger space

Question mark 
Exclamation mark
Simple sentence

Opener 

Key texts (Autumn B):
‘Can’t you sleep little 
bear?’ By Martin 
Waddell

Poems
‘Nut tree’ by Julia 
Donalson
‘If I were a hawk’ by 
Clare Bevan

Other texts will include topic-related non-fiction 
books. These may include books on castles, 
materials, painting, poetry, atlas’ and Maths.  



Key Vocabulary:

Phoneme—1 letter sound
Digraph—2 letters making 1 

sound
Split digraph—A diagraph split 

by a consonant
Trigraph—3 letters making one 

sound

Phonics – Year 1 Key sounds to be revised:

Real word
Pseudo word—nonsense 

(alien) word
Fred talk—Sounding out 

words 
phonetically (c-a-t)

Fred fingers—Using a sound 
per finger

Key sounds to be taught:



Literacy – Key Vocabulary

• Fiction
• Narrative
• Introduction
• Build up
• Problem
• Solution

• Poetry
• Simile
• Rule of three

• Non-fiction
• Explanation text
• Non- chronological report

English – Year 2

Common Exception Words (CEW) to read and spell:

Grammar
• Co-ordinating conjunctions (and, 

but, or, so)
• Compound sentence – two 

clauses joined together by a co-
ordinating conjunction.

• Main clause – can stand alone
• Expanded noun phrase (adjectives 

+ noun)
• Adverbs - describes a verb
• Time adverbials – all day, the 

next morning, later that day, 
• Verb tenses (past, present)
Sentence types
• Statement
• Question
• Exclamation
• Command
Punctuation
• Capital letters
• Full stop
• Comma
• Questions mark
• Apostrophe for contractions 

(don’t, can’t, won’t)

Story time books
Peace at last – Jill Murphy

Pumpkin Soup – Helen Cooper

The Colour Monster – Anna Llenas

Can’t you sleep little bear? Martin Waddell
Who’s afraid of the big bad book? – Lauren Child
Shine – Sarah Asuquo

Core texts
Fiction: The Curious Garden – Peter Browne

Poetry: Train – From a railway carriage 

Robert Louis Stephenson

Non- fiction: Information texts about Mega Structures and 

Belton House





2D shape
Circle

Square
Triangle

Rectangle
Pentagon
Hexagon

Edges
Vertices

Straight/Curved
2D/flat

Maths – Year 1

Shape, Space and 
Measure

3D shape:
Cube

Cuboid
Cone

Pyramid
Sphere

Cylinder

Edges
Vertices

Faces
Straight/Curved

3D/solid





Check calculations

Add and subtract tens



Year 1 - Science



Science – Everyday materials Year 2

Key facts:
• Some materials are used for more than one thing (e.g metal can be used 

for coins, jewellery, cars…)
• Different materials can be used for the same thing (e.g spoons can be 

made from wood, plastic or metal ).
• The properties of a material determines what it can be used for, suitably. 
• You can change the shape of some materials by bending, squashing, 

stretching, twisting or melting them.
• In the past, people invented new materials. Charles Macintosh invented 

the first waterproof fabric and John McAdam invented a new material 
for making roads. 

Key skills to be taught:

• Asking simple questions and recognising that they can be 
answered in different ways. 

• Observing closely, using simple equipment. 
• Performing fair tests and gathering / recording data.
• Identifying and classifying different materials.
• Describing properties of materials and evaluating their suitability. 

Key Vocabulary
• Materials – what objects are 

made from
• Suitability – having the 

properties that are right for a 
specific purpose

• Properties – This is what a 
material is like and how it 
behaves

• Recyclable – some materials 
can be used again

• Rigid, stiff, hard – harder to change 
shape

• Flexible, stretchy, soft – easier to change 
shape

• Hard-wearing - strong
• Fragile – easily broken
• Opaque – you cannot see through it 

Transparent – you can see through it
• Waterproof – water runs off
• Absorbent – water soaks in



Key facts:
• There are 7 continents in the world
• There are 5 oceans: Pacific, Atlantic, Artic, Indian and Southern. 
• There are mega structures all around the world, in every continent except Antarctica. 
• Mega structures are a human feature which means they are man- made. They are also 

known as landmarks. They are important, unique and well-known and are usually large. 

There are well- known mega structures in the capital cities of  Europe, such as: France 
(Paris), Italy (Rome) and England (London).

In London, the capital city of England, you will find: Buckingham Palace, The Shard, The 
Houses of Parliament, The London Eye and London Bridge. 

Key skills to be taught:

Locational knowledge: name and locate the 
worlds 7 continents and 5 oceans

Geographical skills: use world maps, atlases 
and globes to locate the 7 continents and the 
five oceans.  Use locational language (N, E, S, 
W) to describe their position. 

Use aerial photos of London and maps to 
identify landmarks and create a simple map
with basic symbols. 

Enquiry: ask questions to find out about the 
Mega structures in each continent. 

Continent Famous Mega structures

Asia The Great Wall of China (China)
Taj Mahal (India)

Africa The Great Pyramids of Giza (Egypt)

North America The Statue of Liberty (New York, America)
Golden Gate Bridge (California, America)

South America Machu Picchu (Peru)

Antarctica -

Europe The Colosseum
The Eiffel Tower
Big Ben
The Houses of Parliament

Australia Sydney Opera House

Key vocabulary:

Oceans – can you name all 5?
Continent – can you name all 7?
Country
Capital city

Mega structure
Landmark
Human feature

Map, atlas, globe
Southern Ocean

Geography: Mega structures around the world



Key information:
• Belton House is a local mega structure in Grantham, 

Lincolnshire.
• It is a stately home because it is a large and impressive 

building built in the past and it belonged to aristocracy (a 
rich, ruling, important family). 

• It was built in 1688 by Sir John Brownlow, he was the 
master of the house.

• In the past, the master and mistress of the house would 
have staff, such as cooks and maids to look after their home. 
They would live in the servants quarters. 

• Belton House is now owned by the National Trust (who look 
after historical buildings) so that people can learn about 
History and how homes, objects and life has changed. 

Key skills to be taught:
• Chronology: have an awareness of where Belton House and other mega structures fit on a 

timeline, in relation to each other and other historical events. Y2 to add dates to a timeline.
• Historical enquiry: using pictures and stories to find out about Belton House and what it was 

like to live there.
• Comparison / Continuity and change: looking at similarities and differences between the 

rooms in Belton House and what objects and life was like in the past at Belton House 
compared to modern day. What changed? Has anything stayed the same?

• Interpreting history: using pictures, information books to find out about life in the past

Key Vocabulary:

Stately home

Features and objects:
• sash windows
• washstand
• chimneys
• range
• trivet
• companion set
• servant quarters
• grounds
• gardens
• tapestry room 
• cellars 

History – Our local Mega-structure

Historical terms:

Year 1: A long time ago, in the past, 
old, modern. 
Year 2: centuries, decades, years 

Belton House
People who lived there:

• Master and Mistress: 
the most important 
man and woman in 
the house. 

• Servant: somebody 
with less money who 
worked for somebody 
wealthy

• Maid 
• Cook



Year 2: Being Human – Islam

Key skills to be taught:
• Enquiry: asking questions to find out more.
• Knowledge and empathy: to understand how different religions worship God, respectfully.
• Communication: sharing opinions and listening to others
• Making connections: looking at similarities and differences between Islam and Christianity
• Reflect on three key themes: 
- believing ( what people think is real), 
- living (actions people do because of what they believe), 
- thinking (what do I believe and how is it different to what others believe?)

Key Vocabulary

Islam: A religion followed by Muslims who believe in one God called 
Allah, who created the world exactly how it should be. 
Allah: Muslim’s call God ‘Allah’. Allah has 99 names. He cannot be 
drawn. 
Mosque: The Islam place of worship.

Qur’an: Muslim’s holy book, the stories are the word of Allah. 
Muhammad: Main messenger of Allah. Allah shared the Qur’an with 
Muhammad.
Prophets: People who spread Allah’s word through stories. 
Harmony: When everything is how it should be.

The five pillars of Islam: help Muslim’s to make good choices (Ahklaq), 
look after Allah’s world and create harmony. 
Shahadah: a statement Muslim’s say and believe: ‘there is no God but 
God, and Muhammad is his Prophet’
Pilgrimage: A religious journey to Mecca, to pray to Allah with lots of 
other Muslims
Ramadan: A holy month for fasting ( no food or drink during daylight)

Key learning:

 Muslims believe there is only one God (Tawhid) called Allah.

 Allah cannot be drawn because he is too special.  Allah has 99 names to 
describe how special He is.  

 Muslims worship Allah 5 times a day. 

 Allah created everything how he wanted it and needs Muslim’s to make good 
choices, stay on a straight path and take care of the world he made. 

 Muslim’s follow the 5 pillars of Islam to help them make good choices. 

 Stories (told by prophets) which can be found in the Qu’ran teach Muslims how 
to live the way Allah wanted. 

The five pillars of Islam



Key Vocabulary:

mega structure
card
tape
glue
cut
assemble

joints
fold
slot
flange
bend
tab

2d nets
3d structures
Shapes

strength
stiffness
stability

Key skills to be taught:

Investigate : how to turn 2D nets into 3D structures, 
how the shape of materials can be changed to 
improve strength and stiffness. Identify the weakest 
part of a structure and compare the stability of 
different shapes. 

Designing: use a clear design criteria, draw and build 
models of their chosen design. Use sketching, 
modelling and templates when designing. 

Making: use card, tape and glue to make a stable 
structure. Follow instructions to cut and assemble 
the structure of a mega structure. Make a structure 
using a design criteria. Create joints and structures 
from paper / card and tape. 

Evaluating: Does your structure match your design 
criteria? Is it strong? Can you alter it to make it 
stronger? What could be better? Test the strength of 
your structure and evaluate it’s strength, stiffness 
and stability. 

Red = Year 2 only

Key learning:
• Structures are built for strength.
• Different structures are used for different 

objets but they all need to be strong. 
• Materials can be changed to improve 

strength and stiffness through folding, 
using joints and through cutting 
techniques.

• Structures with wide, flat bases or legs are 
the most stable. 





Key areas of learning

Staying healthy
Having a healthy diet, physical activity, sleep, rest and good hygiene helps to keep us well.

Nurses and doctors help to keep us well by offering vaccinations against diseases.  People can 
help us to make healthy food choices too, to ensure we have a balanced diet. 

Everyday routines, such as washing our bodies and cleaning our teeth are important, in order to 
have good hygiene.

Friendship
• We have special people in our lives who help us feel happy and loved. 

• Good friends are caring, helpful and are there for you. 

• Sometimes friends have a disagreement and problems arise.  If this happens teachers and 
parents can help to resolve it.

• If people are left out it can make them feel sad and lonely.

• It is important to treat people how you would like to be treated yourself. 

Key skills to develop:

Reflection – linking what we are learning about to own experiences
Enquiry – asking questions about staying healthy and being a good friend. 
Communication – discussing and sharing opinions
Empathy – recognizing that everybody has feelings that we are responsible for.
Respect – listening carefully to the opinions of others, even if they are different to yours. 

Key Vocabulary

Staying healthy

Healthy diet
Benefits
Oral health
Healthy choices
Physical activity
Sleep
Rest
Basic hygiene
Vaccinations
Disease
Every day routines

Friendship

Special people
Good friend
Qualities
Care
Feelings
Problem solving
Resolve 










