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Ropsley CE Primary School
Overview
	Detail
	Information

	Academic year that this summary covers
	2025-2026

	Date this summary was published
	23rd June 2025

	Date this summary will be reviewed
	Term 6 2026

	Name of the school music lead
	Mrs. Sarah Hickey

	Name of school leadership team member with responsibility for music (if different)
	Mrs. Ann Cook

	Name of local music hub 
	Lincolnshire Music Service

	Name of other music education organisation(s) (if partnership in place) 
	Music For Schools


[bookmark: _Toc357771640][bookmark: _Toc346793418]This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our pupils across three areas – curriculum music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This information is to help pupils and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to support our pupils’ music education. 

Curriculum music
This is about what we teach in lesson time, how much time is spent teaching music and any music qualifications or awards that pupils can achieve.
“In God's image, we strive and shine: with happy hearts and inspired minds.”
At Ropsley CE Primary School, we believe music is a powerful means of expression, connection and creativity. Our curriculum is carefully crafted to inspire children’s curiosity, develop their musical skills and knowledge, and nurture a lifelong love of music.
Our Music curriculum is progressive and ambitious, with a clear structure from EYFS to Year 6. Rooted in the interrelated dimensions of music — pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo, timbre, texture, structure, and notation — children build and connect knowledge year upon year. Learning is grouped into four key strands: Performing, Listening, Composing and History of Music.
We use a mixture of bespoke units and resources such as Kapow and Model Music Curriculum, ensuring that pupils experience a broad range of genres, traditions and cultural influences. Lessons are practical and active, involving singing, composing, appraising, and performing — both individually and in groups.
· Children enjoy weekly class music lessons with regular opportunities to:
· Explore musical stories and traditional instruments
· Compose music to represent festivals, seasons and stories
· Develop instrumental skills using tuned and untuned percussion
· Sing in unison and harmony across a wide repertoire
· Understand key musical vocabulary and concepts using age-appropriate progression models
· Appreciate music from different times, places and traditions, including great composers
Our cycle-based planning ensures coverage across all year groups. For example, Year 3/4 pupils explore samba and rainforest soundscapes, while Year 5/6 engage in film music and WW2 songs. In EYFS, musical development is tightly linked with expressive arts and communication goals.
Composer of the Term
To broaden musical horizons, each half-term we focus on a Composer of the Term, offering exposure to a wide range of musical styles, genres and voices. This initiative helps pupils appreciate music from different cultures, historical periods, and gender representations.
Examples include:
· Mozart, Beethoven, Hans Zimmer – classical and cinematic music
· Florence Price, Zoe Keating, Kristen Anderson-Lopez – female composers across genres
· Saint-Saëns, Clara Schumann, Prokofiev – historic and romantic composers
· Tom Fletcher, Anna Clyde, Louis Armstrong – contemporary and jazz influences
Extra-Curricular and Enrichment
At Ropsley, music reaches beyond the classroom:
· Collective worship and hymn singing are part of our weekly rhythm, reinforcing community and spiritual development.
· Pupils regularly perform in church services, class assemblies, and seasonal events such as our much-loved Christmas and Harvest services.
· Opportunities to perform at community venues such as care homes or local events reflect our vision of being at the heart of the village.
· Instrumental tuition is supported through the Lincolnshire Music Service, with access to individual and small group lessons in school.
· Children are encouraged to lead musical elements of worship, such as starting an assembly with a live instrumental performance.
Musical Knowledge & Vocabulary Progression
We take pride in our carefully mapped Music Knowledge and Vocabulary Progression documents, ensuring that learning is systematic, coherent and inclusive. Our pupils are equipped with a strong musical vocabulary and understanding, supporting deeper engagement and musical fluency as they move through the school.
Music for All
Music is inclusive at Ropsley. We make careful adaptations for pupils with SEND or additional needs and celebrate the musical strengths of every child. Whether it’s a quiet moment exploring sound in EYFS, or a confident group performance in Year 6, every child has the chance to shine musically.
[bookmark: _Toc443397160]Co-curricular music
In addition to weekly curriculum music lessons, we offer a range of one-to-one and small group tuition in school. These lessons are delivered by experienced peripatetic tutors from the Lincolnshire Music Service, Music for Schools and private tutors and cover a variety of instruments including:
· Piano
· Guitar
· Woodwind (e.g. clarinet, flute, saxophone)
· Strings (e.g. violin, cello)
Lessons typically take place during the school day and are arranged in consultation with parents. Fees apply, but subsidised places and full remissions are available for children eligible for the Pupil Premium or in particular financial circumstances.
To find out more or apply, families are directed to the Learn an Instrument programme via the Lincolnshire Music Service, or you can speak to the school office for support.
Musical experiences
At Ropsley Church of England Primary School, we believe music should be experienced as well as taught. Throughout the academic year, our children take part in a rich and varied programme of musical events, both in and beyond school. These opportunities inspire confidence, promote teamwork, and celebrate musical growth at every stage.
In-School Musical Events
Weekly Singing in Assembly
All pupils take part in weekly collective worship which includes singing hymns and spiritual songs that reflect our school vision and values. Music is also used to set the tone for reflection and celebration during special services.
Composer of the Term Assemblies
Each half-term, a dedicated assembly introduces the new Composer of the Term, giving all children the chance to listen to and learn about influential musical figures from different genres, cultures and time periods.
Class-Based Performances
Each class presents at least one performance each year, incorporating singing, movement and instrumental work as part of their curriculum. These are often shared with parents and carers in class assemblies or termly showcases.
Seasonal Services and Performances
All year groups are involved in regular seasonal performances including:
· Harvest Festival (Autumn) – songs, poems and readings
· Nativity and Christmas Service (EYFS and KS1) – songs and drama performed in church or at school
· KS2 Christmas Service – carols, solos and instrumental pieces
· Easter Service
· Leavers’ Service (Year 6) – songs and personal reflections
These events are usually held at our local church or in the school hall and are free to attend. Where tickets or contributions are requested (e.g. for refreshments or fundraising), families in receipt of Pupil Premium are never charged.
In the future
At Ropsley Church of England Primary School, we are committed to continually improving our music provision to ensure it is high quality, inclusive and inspiring for every child. Our vision is for every pupil to leave Ropsley with a rich bank of musical experiences, confidence in their musical voice, and a deep appreciation of music in its many forms.
Our school choir is growing in strength and confidence, and we are excited to be expanding the range of events they take part in. From 2024–25, we are:
· [image: A large auditorium with a crowd of people

Description automatically generated]Joining Young Voices: Our KS2 choir will perform at one of the largest school choir concerts in the world, joining thousands of other children at a major arena venue. This gives pupils a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to sing professionally arranged music with live musicians, conductors and special guests. 
· Celebrating at Belvoir Castle: We are planning a joint concert at Belvoir Castle, bringing together our choir and instrumentalists for a summer celebration of music in this spectacular local venue. We aim to involve parents, governors and members of the wider community, with pupils taking centre stage as performers.
Both events are subsidised, and support is available for families eligible for Pupil Premium or other support arrangements.
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