 
 

 
 

 
 

Ropsley Church of England Primary School
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities
Information Report for Parents 2026-27

Ropsley Church of England Primary School is a friendly and inclusive school with a strong Christian ethos. We value the close relationships between school, families and the wider community. Every child is treated as an individual, and we work hard to make sure that all pupils feel safe, included and able to succeed.

We provide a broad and creative curriculum, with children at the centre of all we do. Where a child has special educational needs or a disability, we work closely with parents and carers to understand their needs, remove barriers to learning and put appropriate support in place.

This report explains:
how we identify pupils who may need additional support
what support is available in school
how parents and carers are involved
how we review progress
which outside professionals may support a child
who families can contact for further help

Our approach follows the Children and Families Act 2014 and the Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years.

The report also forms part of Ropsley Church of England Primary School’s contribution to the Lincolnshire Local Offer, which provides information about services and support available for children and young people with SEND and their families.
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	Ann Cook
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	Georgina Gardner
Administrator
	Mrs Clare Vaccaro    
Pastoral Lead                                      
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Chair of Governors and SEND Gov



Who should I contact first?
Your child’s class teacher should usually be your first point of contact.
You can also contact the school office to arrange a meeting with Mrs Cook, our SENDCo.
Telephone: 01476 585379 :                             Email: enquiries@ropsley.lincs.sch.uk 

[bookmark: _Toc234577117]How does our school know if our pupils need extra help?   
A child may have special educational needs if they have:
· a learning difficulty that is significantly greater than that of most children of the same age
· a disability that makes it harder for them to access the facilities, learning or activities normally available in school

The SEND Code of Practice groups special educational needs into four broad areas:
· Communication and interaction
· Cognition and learning
· Social, emotional and mental health
· Sensory and/or physical needs

These areas help us understand a child’s needs, but every child is different. Some children may have needs in more than one area.

We identify possible needs by looking at the whole child. This may include:

· progress in lessons
· attainment compared with age-related expectations
· classroom observations
· work completed independently
· communication, attention and behaviour
· emotional wellbeing
· physical or sensory needs
· information from parents and carers
· advice from previous settings or outside professionals

Sometimes we may carry out additional assessments or observations to help us understand a child’s strengths and difficulties more clearly.

The class teacher and SENDCo will then decide:

· whether the child needs additional support
· what that support should look like
· how long it should be provided for
· how progress will be reviewed

It is very important that school and parents work together. Parents often notice things at home that may not be immediately visible in school, and staff may notice patterns in the classroom that are helpful to share.

If you are worried about your child, please arrange to speak to their class teacher. The teacher will also contact you if they have concerns.  


[bookmark: _Toc234577118]What should I do if I think my child has Special Educational Needs (SEN)?  
Please begin by speaking to your child’s class teacher.

You can explain:
· what you have noticed
· how long you have been concerned
· whether the same difficulties are seen at home
· what helps your child
· whether any other professionals are involved

The class teacher will listen to your concerns and share what they have noticed in school. They may make some immediate adjustments to support your child and will monitor how well these work.

If concerns continue, the teacher will discuss your child with the SENDCo. We may then:

· look more closely at your child’s work and progress
· observe them in class
· complete additional assessments
· speak with other staff who know your child
· meet with you to agree next steps
· seek advice from an outside professional, where appropriate

You do not need to wait for a diagnosis before speaking to us or before support can begin. 

[bookmark: _Toc234577119]How will school respond to my concerns?	
We will take your concern seriously and work with you to understand what your child may need.

We will:
· listen to your concerns
· gather information from school and home
· agree what support or adjustments should be tried
· monitor your child’s progress
· review the support with you
· decide together whether anything needs to change

The support may be short-term, or it may continue for longer if your child needs ongoing help.

How will the school decide whether my child needs extra support?
We will consider:
· your child’s progress over time
· how they compare with age-related expectations
· whether they can access learning independently
· whether they need more help than is normally available in the classroom
· the impact of any difficulties on their learning, wellbeing or participation
· the views of your child
· the views of parents and carers
· advice from other professionals, where relevant
[bookmark: _Toc234577120]What will the school do to support my child?
Your child’s class teacher remains responsible for their learning, progress and day-to-day support.

The teacher will work with you, your child and the SENDCo to identify suitable targets and decide what support is needed. Support may be provided by:

· the class teacher
· a teaching assistant
· another teacher
· the SENDCo
· the Pastoral Lead
· an outside professional or specialist service

Support will be planned using the Assess, Plan, Do, Review cycle.  
 
Who will
 
 
support my child in school?
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At Ropsley, support for pupils with SEND begins with high-quality teaching.
We use the Education Endowment Foundation’s recommended approaches as part of our universal classroom offer. These strategies are available to all pupils but are particularly helpful for children with additional needs. They include:

Explicit instruction
Teachers make learning clear and manageable by:
· breaking new learning into small steps
· clearly explaining and modelling each step
· using worked examples
· giving pupils opportunities to practise
· checking understanding regularly
· revisiting learning when needed

Scaffolding
Teachers provide temporary support to help pupils access learning successfully. This may include:
· visual prompts and examples
· word banks and vocabulary lists
· writing frames
· task checklists
· practical resources
· verbal prompts
· partially completed examples
Scaffolds are reviewed and gradually reduced as the pupil becomes more confident and independent.

Cognitive and metacognitive strategies
Children are taught how to approach, organise and review their learning. This may include:
· talking through the steps needed to complete a task
· using memory aids
· planning before beginning
· checking work as they go
· reflecting on what has helped them learn
· using familiar strategies in new situations

Flexible grouping
Children may work in different groups according to the particular knowledge, skill or support they need at that time.

Groups are not fixed. They may be changed regularly following assessment so that children receive focused teaching without being limited by a permanent ability group.

Using technology
Technology may be used to remove barriers and increase independence. This may include:
· laptops or tablets
· touch typing
· speech-to-text software
· text-to-speech tools
· enlarged or adapted materials
· phonics, reading, spelling or maths programs
· visual timers and organisational tools

These five approaches—explicit instruction, scaffolding, cognitive and metacognitive strategies, flexible grouping and the effective use of technology—form the EEF’s recommended “five-a-day” approach to high-quality teaching for pupils with SEND.

What other adaptations might be made?
Depending on a child’s needs, teachers may also provide:
· visual timetables and now-and-next boards
· pre-teaching of key vocabulary or concepts
· additional processing time
· instructions repeated or presented in a different way
· reduced distractions or careful seating
· movement or sensory breaks
· practical and concrete resources
· alternative ways to record learning
· adapted worksheets or reduced copying
· additional opportunities to rehearse and revisit learning
· support with attention, organisation and independence

These adaptations are part of our normal classroom practice and do not necessarily mean that a child has been identified as having SEND.
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	Who?   
	How and Why?   

	Class Teacher   
	They will:
· plan and adapt teaching
· set and review targets
· make sure agreed support is provided
· monitor how well the support is working
· communicate with parents and carers
· work with teaching assistants and other professionals

Even when another adult delivers an intervention, the class teacher remains responsible for your child’s education. 

	SENDCo (Mrs Cook)  
	The SENDCo coordinates SEND provision across the school.
Mrs Cook may:
· support teachers with identifying needs
· advise on suitable adaptations and targets
· monitor provision and progress
· meet with parents and carers
· lead review meetings
· coordinate referrals to outside professionals
· complete or contribute to relevant paperwork
· support applications for additional funding or an Education, Health and Care needs assessment where appropriate 

	Teaching 
Assistants   
	Teaching assistants work under the direction of the class teacher.
They may:
· support pupils within lessons
· help children access adapted resources
· reinforce teaching and practise key skills
· deliver a structured intervention
· support reading, spelling, handwriting or maths
· help pupils develop independence, attention and organisation
· support communication, regulation or social interaction

Teaching assistants do not replace the class teacher. Their role is to help pupils access high-quality teaching and become increasingly independent. 

	Learning and  
Pastoral Support  
Mentor  
 (Mrs Vaccaro)   
	Mrs Vaccaro supports pupils’ social and emotional wellbeing.
Her work may include:
· individual pastoral support
· nurture and friendship groups
· support with anxiety, confidence and emotional regulation
· helping pupils understand and manage feelings
· additional behaviour support
· liaison with parents and carers
· contributing to Early Help or multi-agency support 

	Midday 
supervisors   
	Midday supervisors support pupils during lunchtimes and other less structured parts of the school day.
· Where appropriate, they may:
· help a child join in with play
· support friendships and positive interaction
· provide agreed regulation or movement breaks
· monitor a particular area of need
· share relevant information with the class teacher or SENDCo 

	Administration (Mrs Gardner)   
	Mrs Gardner supports the administration of SEND provision.
She may:
· arrange meetings and appointments
· support communication between families and staff
· maintain records under the direction of the SENDCo
· help families contact the appropriate member of staff

	Additional agency support   
	 Some children may also receive advice or support from an outside professional.
They may:
· observe or assess a child
· provide specialist advice
· recommend strategies or programmes
· contribute to target setting
· attend review meetings
· help decide the next steps

Parents and carers will be informed when outside professional involvement is being considered.

	SEND Governor (Mr Reeves)  
	The SEND Governor provides strategic oversight.
He does not discuss individual pupils with families, but he works with school leaders to make sure that:
· the school meets its statutory responsibilities
· SEND provision is monitored
· leaders are held to account
· the needs of pupils with SEND are considered in school improvement planning
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We are committed to developing staff knowledge and confidence so that pupils with SEND are well supported in every classroom.
Training is planned in response to:
· the needs of individual pupils
· patterns of need across the school
· changes in national and local guidance
· advice from specialist professionals
· priorities identified through monitoring and school improvement work

Staff training and experience may include:
· supporting pupils with speech, language and communication needs
· autism awareness and autism-friendly classroom practice
· supporting pupils with dyslexia and other literacy difficulties
· attention, concentration and executive-function needs
· social, emotional and mental health needs
· attachment-aware and trauma-informed approaches
· emotional regulation and positive behaviour support
· sensory and physical needs
· fine motor development and handwriting
· the effective use of assistive technology
· adapting teaching for pupils with SEND
· delivering specific intervention programmes
· supporting pupils with medical needs

The SENDCo attends local briefings, training and professional networks to keep up to date with developments in SEND. Relevant information and guidance are then shared with staff.

Where a child has a more specific or complex need, staff may receive additional training or advice from an appropriate professional before providing support. This may include guidance from:
· the Specialist Teaching Service
· a speech and language therapist
· an educational psychologist
· an occupational therapist or physiotherapist
· health professionals
· behaviour or mental health services

Not every member of staff will have specialist expertise in every area of SEND. However, staff are expected to seek advice, follow agreed strategies and take part in relevant training when supporting a child with additional needs.
  
[bookmark: _Toc234577124]Who else might be involved in supporting my child?  
Sometimes a child may need advice or support from a professional outside school.
This may help us to:
· understand a child’s needs more clearly
· carry out a specialist assessment or observation
· identify suitable strategies or adaptations
· set appropriate targets
· decide whether further support is needed
· review progress and plan the next steps

We will discuss this with parents and carers before making a referral or requesting specialist involvement. We will explain why the referral is being considered and what we hope it will help us understand.

Depending on the child’s needs, we may work with:
Educational Psychology
An educational psychologist may:
· observe or assess a child
· help identify strengths and barriers to learning
· advise school and parents about suitable strategies
· contribute to planning for children with complex or significant needs
· provide advice as part of an Education, Health and Care needs assessment

Specialist Teaching Service
A specialist teacher may provide advice or assessment relating to:
· cognition and learning
· literacy or dyslexia
· communication and interaction
· autism
· sensory or physical needs
· access to the curriculum

They may observe the child, work with staff and recommend strategies, resources or further assessment.

Speech and Language Therapy
A speech and language therapist may support children who have difficulties with:
· understanding language
· expressing ideas
· vocabulary
· speech sounds
· social communication
· attention and listening
The therapist may assess the child and recommend activities or programmes for school and home.

Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services
CAMHS may become involved where a child has significant or ongoing mental health needs that require specialist assessment or support.
Referrals are considered according to the service’s own criteria.

Healthy Minds
Healthy Minds may provide early support for children experiencing difficulties such as:
· anxiety
· low mood
· worries
· emotional regulation
· changes affecting their wellbeing

The Behaviour Outreach Support Service (BOSS)
The Behaviour Outreach Support Service may advise school where a child is experiencing significant difficulties with behaviour, regulation or engagement.
Support may include:
· observation
· advice for staff
· strategies for the classroom
· help with behaviour planning
· support for reviewing provision

Counselling services
Counselling support, including services such as CASY, may be considered for children who would benefit from a safe and confidential space to explore their thoughts and feelings.


Health professionals
Depending on the child’s needs, school may also work with:
· the school nursing team
· community paediatricians
· occupational therapists
· physiotherapists
· specialist medical professionals
· health visitors for younger children

Early Help and Children’s Services
Where a child or family would benefit from coordinated support, school may work with:
· Early Help
· a Team Around the Family
· social care
· family support services
· other agencies involved with the family

The involvement of an outside professional does not automatically mean that a child will receive a diagnosis or an Education, Health and Care Plan.

Outside professionals provide advice, but the school remains responsible for making sure that agreed strategies and support are used in day-to-day teaching.
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We want every child to feel safe, included and understood in school. All staff have a role in supporting pupils’ emotional wellbeing. Children are encouraged to speak to a trusted adult if they are worried, upset or finding something difficult.
Support may include:
· regular check-ins with a trusted adult
· help with friendships and social interaction
· support with recognising and managing emotions
· nurture or emotional-literacy activities
· support with anxiety, confidence or self-esteem
· calm spaces or planned regulation breaks
· visual prompts and predictable routines
· individual behaviour or regulation plans
· support during less structured times, such as break and lunchtime

Some children may receive more focused support from Mrs Vaccaro, our Pastoral Lead. This may be provided individually or in a small group.

Where appropriate, we may also work with parents, Early Help, health professionals or other agencies to provide more coordinated support.  
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We understand that behaviour can be a form of communication.
When a child is struggling, we consider:
· what may be causing or triggering the difficulty
· whether the child understands what is expected
· whether communication, sensory, emotional or learning needs are contributing
· which adjustments may help
· how the child can be supported to regulate and repair relationships

We use clear and consistent expectations, alongside support that is matched to the child’s needs.

This may include:
· changes to the environment
· additional preparation for transitions
· reduced language or simplified instructions
· visual supports
· movement or sensory breaks
· a calm and predictable response from adults
· individual targets or plans
· positive reinforcement
· support to reflect, repair and rejoin learning

Where behaviour presents a risk to the child or others, we may complete an individual risk assessment and agree additional support with parents.

[bookmark: _Toc234577127]What support is there for my child’s medical needs?  
If your child has a medical condition, we will work with you and relevant health professionals to make sure that appropriate support is in place.
Where needed, an individual healthcare plan will be prepared. This may include:
· details of the medical condition
· signs and symptoms staff need to recognise
· medication and treatment arrangements
· emergency procedures
· reasonable adjustments
· arrangements for trips, physical activity and wider school life
· the responsibilities of school, parents and health professionals
Healthcare plans are shared with staff who need the information and are reviewed when circumstances change.
Staff receive training where this is required for a particular child’s needs. This may include:
· allergy and anaphylaxis awareness
· use of adrenaline auto-injectors
· asthma support
· epilepsy awareness
· diabetes care
· specialist feeding or medical procedures
· other condition-specific training
Medicines may be administered in school in line with the school’s policy and only when the appropriate consent and instructions are in place.
We will make reasonable adjustments so that children with medical needs can participate as fully and safely as possible in school life.
[bookmark: _Toc234577128]How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?
All pupils are entitled to a broad, balanced and ambitious curriculum.
Children with SEND are taught alongside their peers wherever possible. Teachers adapt lessons so that pupils can take part, understand the learning and make progress.
As explained earlier, our universal classroom offer is based on the Education Endowment Foundation’s recommended approaches:
· explicit instruction
· scaffolding
· cognitive and metacognitive strategies
· flexible grouping
· effective use of technology

These approaches are part of everyday teaching across the school and benefit all pupils.
For a child with SEND, teachers may use these approaches more frequently, more intensively or in a more personalised way.  

What might adapted teaching look like?
Adaptations will depend on the child’s individual needs. They may include:
Presenting learning clearly
Teachers may:
· break instructions into smaller steps
· explain one part of a task at a time
· model what successful work looks like
· repeat or rephrase instructions
· use clear, direct language
· check that the child has understood before they begin

Using visual and practical support
This may include:
· visual timetables
· now-and-next boards
· task checklists
· pictures, symbols and diagrams
· worked examples
· word mats and vocabulary banks
· practical maths equipment
· magnetic letters or phonics resources
· working walls and classroom prompts

Supporting attention and organisation
Teachers may:
· carefully consider where a child sits
· reduce unnecessary distractions
· use visual timers
· provide prompts to begin or continue a task
· divide longer activities into manageable sections
· provide planned movement or regulation breaks
· help pupils organise equipment and record homework or reminders

Supporting memory and processing
A child may be given:
· additional thinking and processing time
· opportunities to rehearse answers before sharing them
· repeated practice
· key information in written or visual form
· opportunities to revisit previous learning
· pre-teaching of important vocabulary or concepts
· memory aids and prompts

Adapting how a child records their learning
Not all children need to record their work in the same way.
Alternative ways of showing learning may include:
typing on a laptop or tablet
· touch typing
· speech-to-text technology
· using a scribe where appropriate
· oral explanations
· diagrams, photographs or practical demonstrations
· shorter written responses that still show understanding
· writing frames or partially completed examples

Using flexible groups
Children may work:
· with the whole class
· with a partner
· in a small group
· individually for a short period
· with an adult for additional instruction or practice

Groups are flexible and based on the learning taking place. Children are not placed permanently in fixed groups because of their SEND.

Will my child always work with a teaching assistant?
No.
Teaching-assistant support is used carefully and purposefully. The aim is to help children access teaching, practise skills and become more independent.
Where a teaching assistant is involved, they may:
· clarify the teacher’s explanation
· prompt the child to use an agreed strategy
· support a short period of practice
· help the child use resources or technology
· encourage independence and participation

Children should continue to receive direct teaching and feedback from their class teacher.

Will the work be made easier?
Adaptation does not simply mean giving a child easier work.
Teachers consider the intended learning and remove unnecessary barriers so that the child can work towards appropriate and ambitious outcomes.
For example, a child who finds handwriting difficult may type their ideas, while still working on the same vocabulary, sentence structure or subject knowledge as their peers.
At other times, a child may need learning broken into smaller steps or work matched to an earlier stage of development. This will be based on assessment and reviewed regularly.

How do we promote independence?
Support should enable a child to succeed without creating unnecessary dependence on an adult.
We encourage pupils to:
· choose and use helpful resources
· follow visual prompts and checklists
· recognise when they need help
· use taught strategies independently
· check and improve their own work
· reflect on what helps them learn
· take increasing responsibility for their equipment and routines

Scaffolds and adult prompts are reduced when the child is ready, while making sure that they can still take part successfully.

[bookmark: _Toc234577129]How will I know how well my child is progressing?
We want parents and carers to have a clear understanding of their child’s progress and the support being provided.
We share information in a range of ways, depending on your child’s needs.

SEND review meetings
If your child has an individual plan or receives SEN Support, we will review their progress with you regularly.
These meetings usually take place at least once each term.
· During the review, we will discuss:
· the progress your child has made
· what is working well
· any continuing concerns
· your child’s views
· your views as a parent or carer
· whether targets need to change
· whether support should continue, increase, reduce or stop
· whether advice from another professional is needed

Parent consultations
Your child’s progress may also be discussed during the school’s usual parent consultation meetings.
This may include:
· progress in reading, writing and maths
· behaviour, attention and organisation
· confidence and participation
· friendships and emotional wellbeing
· progress towards individual targets

Annual school report
You will receive an annual written report about your child’s attainment, progress and wider development.Where appropriate, this will also include information about progress towards individual outcomes.

Half-termly Book Looks
Half-termly Book Looks are well established across the school and are an important part of how we monitor progress.

Teachers, the SENDCo and school leaders look carefully at pupils’ books to consider:
· the progress being made over time
· whether work is appropriately ambitious
· how well classroom adaptations are helping the child to access learning
· whether agreed strategies are being used consistently
· the level of independence shown
· whether feedback and support are helping the child improve
· whether any gaps, barriers or emerging concerns need further attention

For pupils with SEND, Book Looks help us check that the support planned is visible in everyday classroom practice and that it is having a positive impact.
They also help us identify where:
· further adaptation may be needed
· support should be adjusted
· additional staff guidance may be helpful
· targets may need to be reviewed
· progress should be celebrated

Book Looks are considered alongside assessment information, observations, pupil voice and discussions with parents. They are not used on their own to judge a child’s progress.
Feedback from outside professionals
If your child has been assessed or observed by an outside professional, we will share the findings with you.
This may happen through:
· a written report
· a meeting with the professional
· a meeting with the SENDCo
· discussion during a SEND review meeting

We will explain any recommendations and how they may be used in school.

Informal updates
Your child’s teacher may contact you between formal meetings to:
· celebrate progress or success
· share an important change
· discuss a concern
· ask for further information
· review a strategy that has recently been introduced

Parents and carers are also welcome to request a meeting if they have concerns or information to share.

Home-school communication
Some children may benefit from more regular communication between home and school.
This could include:
· a home-school book
· regular ClassDojo messages
· a brief daily or weekly update
· a behaviour or regulation chart
· email or telephone contact
· an agreed communication system linked to an individual plan

Any communication system should be manageable for both the family and school and will be reviewed regularly.  
  
How does the school know how well my child is doing?  
We use a range of information to build a full picture of each child’s progress.
This may include:
· progress against National Curriculum expectations
· Early Years Foundation Stage assessment
· PIVATS or other small-step assessment tools
· reading and spelling assessments
· phonics assessments
· standardised assessments
· progress towards individual targets
· half-termly Book Looks
· observations in lessons and around school
· work completed independently
· participation, confidence and independence
· feedback from the child, family and staff
· reports from specialist professionals

We recognise that progress is not always shown through test scores.
For some children, important progress may include:
· communicating more confidently
· working more independently
· managing emotions more successfully
· sustaining attention for longer
· developing friendships
· participating more fully in lessons
· improving fine motor or physical skills
· becoming more confident during transitions

What happens if my child is not making enough progress?
If progress is less than expected, we will review:
· whether the targets are appropriate
· whether the support is being delivered as planned
· whether classroom adaptations are effective
· what the child’s books show over time
· whether agreed strategies are being used consistently
· whether the child needs more time or a different approach
· whether further assessment is needed
· whether specialist advice should be requested

We will then agree the next steps with you.
For most children, needs can be met through the school’s graduated approach to SEN Support.
If a child has significant and long-term needs and the support available through school is not sufficient, we may discuss whether an Education, Health and Care needs assessment should be requested.  
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All pupils should be able to take part in the wider life of the school.
This includes:
· school trips and visits
· residential visits
· clubs and enrichment activities
· performances and special events
· sports and physical activities
· worship and assemblies
· breaktimes and lunchtimes
· Breakfast Club and Ropsley Rascals

We plan activities carefully so that pupils with SEND can participate as fully and safely as possible.

How will school prepare for a trip or activity?
Before a visit or activity, staff will consider:
· the child’s individual needs
· the level of adult support required
· communication, sensory, medical or physical needs
· behaviour and emotional regulation
· transport and accessibility
· medication or personal care
· any reasonable adjustments needed

A risk assessment will be completed, and additional planning will be put in place where necessary.

This may include:
· additional adult support
· visual information or social stories
· advance preparation
· adapted equipment or activities
· a quiet space or regulation break
· alternative transport arrangements
· a medical or personal care plan
· a gradual introduction to the activity

Will parents be involved?
Yes.

If a child needs additional planning or support, we will speak with parents and carers before the activity.

We may arrange a meeting to discuss:
· what the activity will involve
· any concerns the child or family may have
· what has helped the child in similar situations
· the support and adjustments that will be provided
· any medication, equipment or care arrangements
· how information will be shared with staff

Where appropriate, the child will also be involved in planning.

Will my child ever be excluded from a trip because of SEND?
A child should not be excluded from an activity simply because they have SEND or a disability.
We will make reasonable adjustments and consider carefully how barriers can be removed.

In rare circumstances, an activity may present a significant risk that cannot be reduced safely. If this happens, we will discuss the situation fully with parents and consider whether an appropriate alternative can be provided.

What wraparound care is available?
The school provides:
· Breakfast Club
· Ropsley Rascals After School Care

These are available to pupils with SEND, and we will discuss any additional support or reasonable adjustments that may be needed.

We also have links with Great Wood Farm Nursery, which provides before- and after-school care.

[bookmark: _Toc234577131]How accessible is the school environment?
We want all pupils, parents, carers and visitors to be able to access the school as fully as possible.
We consider accessibility in relation to:
· the physical environment
· access to teaching and the curriculum
· communication and information
· medical and personal care
· participation in the wider life of the school

What facilities and support are available?
Depending on individual need, we may provide:
· laptops and iPads
· assistive technology
· adapted classroom resources
· alternative ways of recording work
· careful seating and classroom organisation
· visual timetables, symbols and other communication aids
· access to specialist equipment
· individual healthcare, evacuation or personal care arrangements
· advice from specialist services

We also have links with specialist professionals and settings, including St Francis School in Lincoln, which may provide advice about information technology and equipment for pupils with physical disabilities.

What if my child has a specific access need?
Please speak to your child’s class teacher or the SENDCo as early as possible.
We will consider:
what the barrier is
· what adjustment may be reasonable
· whether specialist advice or equipment is needed
· how the child can participate safely and independently
· whether the adjustment should be recorded in an individual plan

Where appropriate, we will involve the child, parents, relevant staff and outside professionals in planning the support.

How does the school improve accessibility?
The school’s Accessibility Plan sets out how we work to improve:
· access to the curriculum
· access to the physical environment
· access to written and digital information

Accessibility is reviewed as part of school improvement planning and when individual needs arise.

We are always happy to discuss individual requirements with families.
  
[bookmark: _Toc234577132]How will the school prepare and support my child when they join the school or move to another setting?
We recognise that transitions can be exciting, but they can also be difficult for some children.
We plan transitions carefully so that children feel as safe, informed and prepared as possible.

Starting at Ropsley
· Before a child joins the school, we will:
· speak with parents and carers
· contact the child’s previous school, nursery or setting
· share information about the child’s strengths, needs and successful strategies
· arrange visits to the school
· provide photographs, visual information or a transition booklet
· introduce the child to key adults
· discuss any medical, communication, sensory or emotional needs
· agree any support or reasonable adjustments that should be in place from the start

Additional visits can be arranged for children who need more time to become familiar with the school, staff and routines.
The class teacher and SENDCo are available to meet parents and carers before the child starts.

Moving between classes within school
We also plan carefully when children move to a new class or teacher.
Support may include:
· opportunities to meet the new teacher and teaching assistant
· visits to the new classroom
· sharing successful strategies and important information
· additional preparation for changes in routines
· opportunities for the child to ask questions and express worries

For children with more complex needs, we may hold a transition meeting involving parents, current staff and the new teacher.

Moving to secondary school
We work closely with secondary schools to support pupils moving into Year 7.
This may include:
· visits from secondary school staff
· liaison between SENDCos
· transfer of relevant records and support plans
· sharing information about successful strategies
· additional transition visits
· transition groups or activities
· meetings involving parents, the pupil and staff from both schools

Where a child has an EHCP or more complex needs, transition planning may begin earlier and be discussed as part of the annual review process.

Moving to another school
If a child leaves Ropsley, we will:
· contact the receiving school
· share relevant information promptly
· transfer SEND records securely
· explain the child’s current provision and successful adaptations
· discuss any assessments, referrals or outside professional involvement
· support the child to understand and prepare for the change

Our aim is to make sure that important information is not lost and that support can continue as smoothly as possible.  

[bookmark: _Toc234577133]How will I be involved in supporting my child?
Parents and carers are important partners in supporting a child with SEND.
You know your child best, and your views help us understand:
· their strengths and interests
· what they find difficult
· what works well at home
· any changes that may be affecting them
· what you would most like them to achieve

We will involve you in decisions about your child’s support and keep you informed about progress.

How can I support my child’s targets at home?
Where appropriate, your child’s individual plan will include practical ideas that can be used at home.
These might include:
· reading regularly together
· practising key words, sounds or number facts
· using visual routines or checklists
· playing memory, turn-taking or communication games
· practising fine motor or handwriting activities
· encouraging your child to use strategies they have learned in school
· helping your child prepare for changes or new experiences

Activities should be manageable and should not place unnecessary pressure on your child or family.
We will explain the purpose of any suggested activity and how it links to your child’s targets.

Will I be involved in setting and reviewing targets?
Yes.

When targets are reviewed, we will ask for your views about:
· progress you have noticed at home
· any continuing concerns
· whether the strategies are realistic and helpful
· any new priorities
· what your child says about their support

We will also agree how school and home can work together without duplicating work or creating an unreasonable burden.

What if I need help to support my child at home?
Please speak to your child’s class teacher or the SENDCo.
We may be able to:
· demonstrate a strategy
· provide a suitable resource
· suggest a simpler or more practical approach
· explain an assessment or professional report
· recommend an appropriate service or source of advice
· arrange a meeting with another member of staff or professional

For children who need additional support with reading, we may suggest approaches such as paired reading. Staff can explain how to use these methods positively and successfully at home.

How will my child be involved?
Children should have a voice in decisions about their support.
Depending on their age and communication needs, we may ask them:
· what they enjoy
· what they feel they are good at
· what they find difficult
· what helps them learn
· what they would like adults to understand
· what they would like to improve

A child may share their views through conversation, drawing, photographs, symbols, choices or observation.
Their views will be considered alongside information from parents, staff and professionals.  
















[bookmark: _Toc234577134]How can I access support for myself and my family? 
Useful organisations include:  
	Service
	What support does it offer?
	How to access it

	Lincolnshire SEND Local Offer
	Information about SEN Support, EHCPs, health, wellbeing, activities, short breaks, preparing for adulthood and local services.
	https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/send-local-offer 

	Liaise – SEND Information, Advice and Support Service
	Free, confidential and impartial advice for parents, carers, children and young people. Liaise can help with SEND law, SEN Support, EHCPs, admissions, exclusions and meetings.
	https://www.liaiselincolnshire.org.uk/ 

	Lincolnshire Family Services Directory
	Details of local family support, childcare, SEND services, activities, health support, parenting help and Family Hubs.
	https://www.lincsfamilydirectory.org.uk/kb5/lincs/fsd/home.page 

	Early Help
	Support for families where several needs may be affecting a child. This can include an Early Help assessment, a family plan and support through a Team Around the Family.
	Speak to Mrs Cook or Mrs Vaccaro in school.

	Lincolnshire Family Hubs
	Parenting advice, early-years activities, health information, relationship support and help finding local services.
	https://www.lincolnshire.gov.uk/homepage/173/family-hubs-programme 

	Emotional and mental health support
	Advice and support for children experiencing anxiety, low mood, emotional difficulties or more significant mental health needs.
	Speak to school, your GP or another health professional.

	CAMHS and Here4You
	Specialist mental health support and advice about which service may be appropriate.
	Access is through local referral routes and service criteria. School or your GP can help explain these.

	School support
	Help understanding concerns, identifying suitable services, completing referrals and coordinating support.
	Contact your child’s class teacher, Mrs Ann Cook, Mrs Clare Vaccaro or the school office. Ann.cook@ropsley.lincs.sch.uk 


  
  







[bookmark: _Toc234577135]Glossary of most commonly used SEND/school terms  
  
	ADD
	Attention Deficit Disorder. This term is now usually included within ADHD.

	ADHD
	Attention Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder. A condition that may affect attention, impulse control, activity levels and organisation.

	ASD / Autism
	Autism Spectrum Disorder, now more commonly described simply as autism. It can affect communication, interaction, sensory processing and how a person experiences the world.

	BESD
	Behavioural, Emotional and Social Difficulties. This is an older term; social, emotional and mental health needs (SEMH) is now more commonly used.

	CAMHS
	Child and Adolescent Mental Health Services.

	Children’s Services
	Local authority services that support children, young people and families, including Early Help and social care.

	Cognition and learning
	The area of SEND relating to how a child thinks, understands, remembers and learns.

	Communication and interaction
	The area of SEND relating to speech, language, communication and social interaction.

	COP
	Code of Practice. In this report, this means the SEND Code of Practice: 0 to 25 years.

	CP
	Child Protection. Action taken to protect a child who may be at risk of significant harm.

	DCD
	Developmental Coordination Disorder, sometimes known as dyspraxia. It can affect coordination, movement and everyday physical skills.

	Dyslexia
	A specific learning difficulty that mainly affects reading, spelling and the processing of written language.

	EAL
	English as an Additional Language. This is not, by itself, a special educational need.

	Early Help
	Support provided to children and families before difficulties become more serious.

	EHCP
	Education, Health and Care Plan. A legal document that sets out a child or young person’s needs, outcomes and required provision.

	EP
	Educational Psychologist. A specialist who may assess a child and advise on learning, development and wellbeing.

	EYFS
	Early Years Foundation Stage. The stage of education from birth to the end of Reception.

	Graduated approach
	The Assess, Plan, Do, Review process used to identify needs, put support in place and review its impact.

	HI
	Hearing Impairment.

	IEP
	Individual Education Plan. Some schools now use terms such as individual plan or Individual Provision Map instead.

	Intervention
	Additional, planned support designed to help a child develop a particular skill or make progress towards an outcome.

	KS
	Key Stage. A stage of education, such as Key Stage 1 or Key Stage 2.

	LAC
	Looked After Child. The term child in care is also commonly used.

	Local Offer
	Lincolnshire County Council’s online information about SEND services and support for children, young people and families.

	MLD
	Moderate Learning Difficulty.

	NC
	National Curriculum.

	Occupational Therapist (OT)
	A health professional who may advise on sensory, physical, fine motor and everyday functional skills.

	Pastoral support
	Support for a child’s emotional wellbeing, relationships, behaviour, confidence and participation in school.

	PIVATS
	An assessment framework that can be used to measure small steps of progress for pupils working below age-related curriculum expectations.

	PP
	Pupil Premium. Additional funding provided to support eligible pupils.

	Provision
	The teaching, adaptations, resources, interventions or specialist support put in place for a child.

	Reasonable adjustment
	A change made to reduce a disadvantage experienced by a disabled pupil.

	SALT / SaLT
	Speech and Language Therapist or Speech and Language Therapy.

	SEMH
	Social, Emotional and Mental Health needs.

	SEN
	Special Educational Needs.

	SEND
	Special Educational Needs and Disabilities.

	SENDCo
	Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Coordinator. The teacher responsible for coordinating SEND provision in school.

	SEN Support
	Additional or different support provided through the school’s graduated approach.

	Sensory and/or physical needs
	The area of SEND relating to sight, hearing, sensory processing, mobility, coordination or physical development.

	Specialist Teaching Service
	Teachers with additional expertise who may assess pupils and advise schools and families.

	SpLD
	Specific Learning Difficulty, such as dyslexia, dyscalculia or developmental coordination difficulties.

	TA
	Teaching Assistant.

	TAF
	Team Around the Family. A group of professionals and family members working together through Early Help.

	VI
	Visual Impairment.
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REVIEW PLAN

Targets will usually be reviewed every 6 weeks with

the pupils. Parents will be invited in for reviews

every 3 months but please feel free to contact your
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+ Progress against the targets

*  Decide which strategies were successful and
not successful

*  Next steps—is further support still required?
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Do

include:

We will use a range of different strategies to help your
child to achieve their targets. This intervention could

Smart targets are created using information

collected in the ASSESS part. These could be

using National Curriculum Key Performance

indicators, PIVAT (P Scale - pre-national

curriculum) o pre Key Stage standards.

Academic targets could include:

«  speaking (pronunciation, understanding
and using vocabulary)

«  Uistening (understanding and following
instructions)

«  Reading (decoding, comprehension,
inference)

«  Writing (sentence construction,
punctuation, use of vocabulary)

«  Maths (number recognition, counting,
basic number facts)

«  Interacting and working with others
(working in groups)

«  Independence and Organisation (gathering

«  In class support —additional adult support with
following instructions, completing tasks.

«  Small group — may be inside or outside of the class, support)
useful in developing working relationships *  Agantion (focusing on a task)

information, working with limited adult

11 support- may be in class or outside, may be used
for more individualised targets, reading, spelling, etc.

«  Agency support — usually done on 1:1 basis with a
specialist in the field (see section 7)
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