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At Ropsley, our History curriculum has been carefully designed to balance breadth and depth while remaining relevant to our pupils, including purposeful links to local history. Children begin their historical journey in EYFS, with substantive knowledge—people, events, places and developments—mapped progressively so learning builds year on year. This sequencing allows teachers to highlight connections, strengthen long-term memory and support children in developing a secure and coherent understanding of the past.
Alongside this, we place strong emphasis on disciplinary knowledge. Children are explicitly taught the skills historians use: asking questions, interpreting sources, evaluating evidence and understanding how and why historical interpretations are constructed. Substantive content is broken into manageable steps, revisited regularly and used as the foundation upon which these analytical skills are developed.
We celebrate our pupils as young researchers who can gather information, think critically and form their own reasoned judgements about the past. By progressively developing both their knowledge and their disciplinary skills, children gain confidence to think like historians and understand how the past has shaped personal, local, national and global histories. Our aim is for all pupils to leave primary school with curiosity, critical awareness and a lasting enthusiasm for studying the past.








	Ropsley’s School Curriculum Overview – History– Cycle B

	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	EYFS
	All About me
	

	Castles
	
	
	At the Seaside

	Y1/2 
	
	Unit 1
 How have toys changed? (6 lessons)
	
	Unit 2
How did significant individuals strive and shine to change the world we know?
 (6 lessons)

	
	Unit 3
How do we know about the events of 1666? 
(Great Fire of London / Samuel Pepys)
( 6 lessons)

	Y3/4
	Unit 1 
Kapow
Would you prefer to live in the Stone, Bronze or Iron Age?
	
	Unit 2
Kapow
What was important to the Ancient Egyptians? 

	
	Unit 3
Kapow
How have children’s lives changed? 

	Y5/6
	What is the legacy of the ancient Greek civilisation?
 Kapow
(6 lessons)

	
	Were the Vikings raiders, traders or something else? 
(6 lessons)

	

	
	What was life like in Tudor England? 
Kapow











	Ropsley’s School Curriculum Overview – History– Cycle A

	
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	EYFS
	All About me
	

	Castles
	
	
	At the Seaside

	Y1/2 
	

	Unit 1
How am I making History? 
Kapow
	
	 Unit 2 

What is a monarch?
Kapow

(6 lessons)
	
	Unit 3 

How was life different in the Victorian times?

(6 lessons)

	Y3/4
	Unit 1
Why did the Romans invade and settle in Britain?
Kapow

	

	Unit 2 
What changed in Britain after the Anglo-Saxon invasion? 
Kapow
 
	

	Unit 3: 
How did local, significant individuals leave their mark in History?
(5 lessons)
 
	

	Y5/6
	Unit 1: What was the Early Islamic civilisation like and how was it different to Britain? 

(6 lessons)
	
	
	 

	Unit 2: Post 1066 
Why was the Battle of Britain a significant turning point in history and how did war have an impact locally? 
(12 lessons)












	EYFS – Understanding the world – Past and Present

	UW curriculum area
	Children in Reception will be learning to: Have an awareness of past and present. Comment on images of familiar situations in the past.
Compare and contrast characters from stories including figures from the past.

	
	AUTUMN:

Children can talk about the people in their family and people who help them.

	SPRING:

Children can talk about similarities and differences between the past and present.
Children look at story books and nonfiction books about the past and comment on them, with adult support.
	SUMMER:

Children compare people’s lives from past to their own experiences.
Children comment on what life is like now and what life was like in the past. 
Children say what they have learned about the past from reading story books and nonfiction.














To ensure our children learn to think like historians the following historical strands are to be embedded in our lessons. 
	
	Historical process knowledge (How we research and write about History, with reference to historical concepts)

	National Curriculum Aims

	KS1 – identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods and as a result of nationally or globally significant events
· Ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events.
· They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and identify different ways in which it is represented

KS2 – Pupils should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the use of historical terms
· They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference and significance.  
· They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. 
· They should understand how knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.



	
	KS1
	KS2

	Chronological Understanding
Children are aware of the order of historical events and how time is divided (past, present, future). They can place people and events on timelines and develop a sense of historical periods. This helps their substantive knowledge develop as it transforms isolated historical facts into coherent, meaningful knowledge.

	Recognise key events on a timeline, add events in the correct order and label these with words such as past, present.
Know that dates are used to describe events in time. 
Know what century we live in. 
Knows how to sort objects into old and new
Know that the past is divided into different time periods and name one or two. 
Knows that a decade is 10 years and a century is 100 years. 

	LKS2
Knows that a timeline is split into BC and AD
Knows how to order some historical periods on a timeline, including ancient (belonging to a very distant past). 
Knows how to use dates and historical vocabulary to periods and when they occurred verbally (e.g the Romans came before the Anglo Saxons). 
UKS2
Knows how to create parallel timelines of what was occurring in the world at the same time (Ancient Greece occurred during Bronze Age)
Knows how chronology links to continuity, change and causation. 
Knows how centuries are labelled (1876 = 19th century).
Knows how to compare two time periods looking at similarities and differences.  

	
Historical Enquiry
Encouraging pupils to ask questions, use evidence, and make judgments about the past. This strand develops disciplinary knowledge.

	
Knows how to ask questions about a historical source (What was it like for people? What happened? How long ago? )
	
LKS2
Knows how to ask more complex questions about multiple sources to gain a wider understanding of history. 
Knows how to ask questions about artefacts
UKS2 
Knows how to devise, ask and answer more complex questions about the past.  

	Interpretations of History
Understanding that history can be understood in different ways, depending on the evidence and perspective.
	Knows how to answer questions about the past using a few sources, selecting the most helpful ones (beginning to discuss reliability). 
Knows how to describe the past using clues from photographs. 
Knows some of the different ways the past has been represented (timelines, in museums, pictures, diary entries, paintings, stories, non-fiction text)



	LKS2
Knows how to look closely at sources and artefacts for hidden meanings. 
Knows the difference between primary and secondary sources and fact and opinion. 
Knows how to look at two different versions of the same event and begin to explain why the accounts may differ
UKS2 
Knows how to select sources independently and give reasons for their choice. 
Knows that history is continually being rewritten. 
Has an awareness of propaganda and is aware of misinformation due to social contexts and different outlooks due to social standing. 
Knows how to form own opinions of a historical event based on sources. 

	Cause and Consequence

	Can begin to recognise causes and consequences of peoples actions
	LKS2
Knows how to provide a reasonable explanation as to why something happened (causes and consequences). 
UKS2
Knows some short term cause and consequences of the main events and changes in the period being studied.  

	Change and Continuity
Identifying what has changed over time and what has stayed the same.
	Knows that people and events are significant and can explain how they made an impact (locally, globally, nationally).
	UKS1
Knows how to describe links between main events, situations and changes within and across different periods and societies. 
UKS2
Knows how some changes impact both subsequent periods and in the long term, on todays society.   

	Similarity and Difference / Diversity
Recognising how people’s lives, beliefs, and experiences were similar or different in the past — and understanding historical diversity.
	Knows that not everyone in the past had the same experience. 
Knows that objects, features and attitudes are different in the past to the present. 
	UKS1
Knows how to use evidence to describe hosues, settlements, cultures and ways of life, people’s beliefs and attitudes and experiences of rich and poor / male and female and chidlrne. 
UKS2
Knows how to describe features of periods of time and societies and can compare different periods. 

	Historical Significance
Understanding why some people, places, and events are remembered more than others — and what makes something important in history

	Knows how local and global significant people made a difference and can articulate why they are significant. 
Knows how events changed the course of History and can name some of these. 













	
	







	
	Historical content knowledge CYCLE B

	National Curriculum Aims

	KS1 – Pupils should be taught about: changes within living memory, revealing aspects of change in national life. Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally. The  lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements and use these to compare aspects of life in different periods. 

KS2 – Pupils should be taught about changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age, the Roman Empire and it’s impact on Britain, Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots, the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor, a local history study, a them in British history that extends chronological knowledge beyond 1066, the achievements of the earliest civilisations (Ancient Egypt), Ancient Greece and a non-European society providing contrast with British History (Early Islamic Civilisation). 

	
	Y1/2
	Y3/4
	Y5/6

	Unit 1- 
	How have toys changed? (KAPOW)

Know what your favourite toy is

Know whether your parents and grandparents played with the same toys as you.

Know what toys were like in the past.

Know what is similar or different about toys now and in the past. 

Know how toys have changed. 


	Kapow
Would you prefer to live in the Stone, Bronze or Iron Age?

 Know the chronology of prehistory.  

Knows what the Skara Brae tells us about life in the Stone Age. 

Knows how to use archaeological evidence to investigate the Bronze age. 

Knows the impact of Bronze in prehistoric life. 

Knows how trade changed the lives in Iron Age Britain. 

Knows how to compare settlements in the Neolithic period and Iron Age by exploring continuity and change. 


	What is the legacy of the ancient Greek civilisation?
 Kapow

Know who the Ancient Greeks were and when they lived. 

Know who lived on Mount Olympus and what the Greek Gods reveal about life in Ancient Greece. 

Knows how to use secondary sources to compare life in Athens and Sparta. 

Know how Athenian democracy influenced modern democracy. 

Knows the significance and legacy of Ancient Greek philosophy and how they influence us today. 

Knows how to evaluate the legacies. 




	Vocabulary
	artefact
change
clue
different
memory
past
present
similar
timeline

	· AD (Anno Domini)
· age
· barter
· BC (Before Christ)
· date
· evidence
· export
· historian
· import
· prehistory
· Neolithic
· primary source
· reconstruction
· secondary source
· settlement
· trade

	Legacy
Democracy
citizen

	
	
	
	

	Unit 2
	How did significant individuals strive and shine to change the world we know?

Knows what makes a person significant

Know about the lives of, Rosa Parks and Emmeline Pankhurst  and  Joseph Rowntree) how they improved national and international life

Knows how to order the significant individuals on a timeline with an awareness of the period they lived in 

Know, recall and explain facts about the lives of Emmeline Pankhurst, Rosa Parks and Joseph Rowntree)

Know of the hardships they faced along the way and why they did what they did as a result of historical context

Know how they made a difference to life then and now.


	What was important to the Ancient Egyptians? 

Knows when and where the first civilisations appeared. 

Knows why the River Nile was important to Egyptians.

Knows the importance of Egyptian hieroglyphics for learning about the Egyptians. 

Knows the importance of Gods and Goddesses in Ancient Egypt. 

Knows about beliefs of the afterlife in Ancient Egypt.

Knows who ruled ancient Egypt and what happened to them when they died (across the old, middle and new kingdoms). 
	Were the Vikings raiders, traders of something else? Kapow



Knows when and why the Vikings came to Britain. 

Knows how to evaluate ideas about the Vikings using sources (what were they like?)

Knows why trade was important and the trading routes. 

Knows there are different versions of Viking sagas and can compare these. 

Knows what the impact of Viking raids and settlements was on local communities in Britain. 

Knows what the Vikings achievements were and how they impacted the world. 



	Vocabulary 
	inequalities, race,  gender, class, social history, significant, legacy 
	achievement
afterlife
beliefs
chronological
civilisation
continuity
creation
goods
trade

	exchange
trade route


	
	
	
	

	Unit 3
	How do we know about the events of 1666? 
(Great Fire of London / Samuel Pepys)

· Knows about an event that happened long ago, even before your Grandparents were born.

· Knows when, where and why the fire started and how it spread so quickly and how it was stopped

· Knows how to sequence the key events

· Knows how we are able find out about so long ago in the past and the importance of Samuel Pepys diary

· Knows how other sources, such as dramatized videos and pictures can help us understand what happened.


· Knows about differences between past and present;  London, the houses, artefacts and how fires were put out. 

· Knows how The Great Fire of London influenced how houses were built



	How have children’s lives changed? 
Kapow

Knows that sources can tell us how children’s lives have changed.

Knows why Tudor children worked and what Tudor working conditions were like. 

Knows what children’s jobs were like in Victorian England. 

Knows how Lord Shaftsbury helped to change the lives of children. 

Knows how and why children’s leisure time has changed. 

Knows about diseases children caught and how they were treated. 
	What was life like in Tudor England? (Kapow)

Knows how to interpret sources to understand more about Henry VIII’s personality. 

Knows why Henry VIII had so many wives. 

Knows why Anne Boleyn was executed. 

Knows that propaganda was used by Elizabeth 1

Knows how to make a deduction from an inventory to understand more about life in Tudor times. 

Knows what John Blanke had in his inventory. 


	Vocabulary
	Samuel Pepys, diary, wood, straw, close together, leather bucket, St Paul’s Cathedral, fire hook, water squirt,  King Charles II
	apprentice
childhood
class
continuity
deduction
law
master
modern
poorer
poverty
servant
significance
wealthier
working conditions

	· bias
· democracy
· enslaved
· enslaver
· heir
· merchant
· occupation
· parliament
· perspective
· propaganda
· reliable
· society
· sovereign
· state
· tyrant





	
	Historical content knowledge CYCLE A

	National Curriculum Aims

	KS1 – Pupils should be taught about: changes within living memory, revealing aspects of change in national life. Events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or globally. The  lives of significant individuals in the past who have contributed to national and international achievements and use these to compare aspects of life in different periods. 

KS2 – Pupils should be taught about changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age, the Roman Empire and it’s impact on Britain, Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots, the Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the kingdom of England to the time of Edward the Confessor, a local history study, a them in British history that extends chronological knowledge beyond 1066, the achievements of the earliest civilisations (Ancient Egypt), Ancient Greece and a non-European society providing contrast with British History (Early Islamic Civilisation). 

	
	Y1/2
	Y3/4
	Y5/6

	[bookmark: _Hlk129878029]Unit 1
	How am I making History? 
(Kapow)
Knows how to record their personal chronology

Knows how to learn about history using sources

Knows how we remember events

Knows what childhood was like for parents and grandparents 

Knows how to compare childhood now and childhood in the past

Knows that somethings change and somethings stay the same. 


	Why did the Roman’s invade and settle in Britain? 

Knows how to investigate life in Ancient Rome by looking at it’s buildings. (Lesson 1)

Knows the causes of the Roman invasion into Britain.  (Lesson 2)

Knows how the Britons responded to the Roman invasion using a range of sources (Lesson 3)


Knows why the Roman army was so successful (Lesson 4)

Knows what artefacts suggest about the lives of Roman soldiers in Britain.  (Lesson 5)

Knows the legacy of the Roman army in Britain (Lesson 6)

	Ancient Islamic civilisation
What was the Early Islamic civilisation like and how was it different to Britain? 


Knows that the Islamic civilisation started in the 7th century when Prophet Muhammad began to spread the word of Allah. 

Knows that the Islamic civilisation started in Mecca

Knows that when Muhammad died there was a split in the civilisation: Sunni Muslims and Shia Muslims. The Islamic civilisation continued to spread under various leaders but there are tensions, including a Muslim Civil war but the introduction of the Umayyad dynasty creates peace.

Knows that Al Mansur creates a city of peace, Baghdad in AD 725 and this becomes the new capital of the Islamic Empire. 

Knows what everyday life was like in Baghdad and the exciting advancements in science, medicine, philosophy art and education in 9th century, including the creation of the House of Wisdom. 

Knows how we are able to find out about life in Baghdad despite the destruction of the House of Knowledge and can use and evaluate various sources. 

Knows that the Golden Age of Islamic civilisation was between the 8th and 14th century when the Islamic cultures and teachings spread the most and contrast this era with the Anglo Saxon era in England. (Golden age, vs Dark ages)


Knows about key individuals who made significant contributions to the Golden Age, following research. 

Knows why the early Islamic civilisation ended in Baghdad. 



	Vocabulary
	change
different
event
future
memory
past
present
similar
timeline

	· archaeology
· border
· chronology
· civilisation
· conquer
· emperor
· empire
· expand
· government
· hygiene
· impact
· invasion
· leisure
· myth
· primary source
· secondary source
· sequence
· settlement

	Muhammad, Allah, Islam, Mecca, Sunni, Shia, civil war, Umayyad dynasty, Empire, Baghdad, capital city, Al Mansur, House of Wisdom, Golden Age, Dark Age, Anglo Saxons, Islamic mathematician, Muhammad ibn Musa al-Khwarizmi, influential medicine doctor Muhammad ibn Zakariya Razi, Islamic doctor Al-Zahrawi – pioneer in surgery. 

	[bookmark: _Hlk129878071]Unit 2
	What is a monarch? 

Knows what a Monarch is and that our monarch is King Charles (Lesson 1)

Knows what happens at a coronation (Lesson 2)

Knows how William the Conqueror became King of England  (Lesson 3)


Knows how William the Conqueror ruled – how is this different to King Charles.
(Lesson 4)

Knows how castles changed (Lesson 5)

Knows what a monarch was in the past (Lesson 6)



	British settlements
What changed in Britain after the Anglo-Saxon invasion? 

Knows the causes and consequences of the Anglo Saxon and Scot invasions of Britain. 

Knows about change and continuity in Iron Age and Anglo-Saxon settlements. 

Knows about the Sutton Hoo and what it tells us about Anglo Saxon life (making inferences)

Knows how Christianity spread during the Anglo Saxon period

Knows about Alfred the Great and the bias that surrounded him (was he really great?)

Knows how and why Anglo Saxon rule ended. 
	

	Vocabulary 
	king
monarchy
power
queen
ruler

	cause
change (Y1)
consequence
continuity
convert
deduction
evidence
invasion
kingdom
missionary
monastery
primary source
secondary source
settlement

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk129878097]Unit 3
	How was life different for children in Victorian times?  

· knows when the Victorian times was and can place it on a timeline

· knows that Queen Victoria ruled the country


· Knows some differences between being a child in Victorian times and now.

· Knows that holidays to the seaside had just begun in Victorian times

· Knows that not everyone had the same experience in the past: poor children had to work and didn’t go to school 

· Knows that education and toys were different for children in Victorian times. 


· Knows how to find out about the Victorians using  a range of sources.

	POST 1066 Topic


How did local, significant individuals leave their mark in History?

Knows about achievements of local individuals; Matthew Flinders, Isaac Newton, Edith Smith and  Margaret Thatcher. 

Knows what time period they lived in and can place this on a timeline. 

Knows why what they did was significant and can recognise and understand different viewpoints

Knows about the legacy they left behind and can articulate what they did 

Can weigh up evidence to decide who was the most significant and back up their argument with carefully selected evidence. 


	Post 1066
Why was the Battle of Britain a significant turning point in history (6 lessons) and how did war have an impact locally? (6 lessons)

Know when and why WW2 began 

Know which countries were involved in WW2 and the leaders WW2 e.g. Neville Chamberlain, Winston Churchill, Adolf Hitler

Know that Germany were advancing up to the Battle of Britain ( evacuating British soldiers in Dunkirk, the fall of France, coming for Britain next)

Know why the Battle of Britain was a turning point in British history  and why it happened

Know the main events of the Battle of Britain including the Luftwaffe's attack in August 1940, Eagle Day, the first attack on London (7th September 1940), the end of the Battle of Britain (31 October 1940) 

Know that World War 2 has strong connections to our locality and understand the issues associated with the period 

Know the important role Lincolnshire played in WW2, including the RAF and Bomber Command’s part in the Battle of Britain.

Know what the Blitz was and how (and why) it affected Grantham 


Know what life was like for an evacuee living in Grantham 

Know how the lives of people in Grantham changed during WW2 (home front) 


Know what the Dambusters Raid was and that the Operations Room for the mission was at 5 Group Headquarters in St Vincents Hall, Grantham 

Know how and why propaganda was used to help win the war

	Vocabulary
	Victorian times, Queen Victoria, seaside holidays, toys, school, poor, rich, chimney sweep, slate boards, trains, wooden toys
	
	Germany, Hitler, Churchill, World war, invasion, Poland, fall of France, Dunkirk, Battle of Britain, Blitz, Bomber command, Dambuster Raid, St Vincents Hall, evacuee, homefront, propaganda.





image1.png




image2.png




