


Welcome to the 
Darlings Class

Keeping you informed. Building our partnership.

In God’s image we strive and shine, with happy hearts and 
inspired minds. 

• A brave heroine
• Put others first
• Caring
• The first female to receive a medal for bravery



Who’s who
• Miss Cartwright – Class Teacher

• Mrs Spencer – Year 1 Teacher, Mon-Thurs 
am

• Miss Pepper – Teaching Assistant, Mon-
Thurs am

• Mrs Buckley – Teaching Assistant, Mon-
Fri pm



A big hello and welcome to our Year 1 / 2 class! 

We are so excited to have joined the Year 1 and 2 

class together and we have already been 

impressed with their efforts to help and care for 

each other and share their space and equipment.

The Year 2’s are being excellent role models and 

the Year 1’s have been keen to learn new routines 

and are dealing with the changes from reception 

really well so far. 



General
• Children will enter the classroom with me from the main 

playground at 8.50am and exit the classroom from the Year 3 / 

4 outdoor area at 3.30pm.

• Children all have labelled water bottles in school. These are 
emptied, washed and refilled daily. Please limit the number 
of water bottles coming from home.

• Toys may be brought into school but please keep this to one 
small toy per child as it needs to fit into their tray. This 
includes items on book bags.

• If your child has achieved something out of school and they 
would like to share please get in touch or send a photo on 
dojo. 



• Please ensure that all uniform is clearly labelled.

• PE will take place on a Friday morning. Children are 

to arrive at school in their PE kits and will stay in 

them all day. We will be outside so please adhere to 

the appropriate outdoor PE kit (navy tracksuit). 

Please note that PE will start on Friday 10th. 

• Wellies and waterproofs are required to be kept in 

school, in case of wet weather during play times 

and also for Science and wood school on a Monday.  

If you are in need of support with providing these, 

please speak to a member of staff.   

Uniform



Changes from EYFS to Y1

• The days run similarly to how the children 
finished their time in Reception. English, Maths
and Phonics are in the morning whilst 
Foundation subjects are in the afternoon, with 
daily opportunity for independent learning 
and learning through play. 

• Children’s independent work will be recorded 
in books as will all other work.

• Class Dojo is used from Year 1 up to Year 6 to 
keep parents informed and record house 
points.



Changes from Y1 to Y2

• Children will be encouraged to write 
more in all subjects

• There will be less time for independent 
learning and learning through play as 
the demands of the curriculum 
increase, but some time will still be 
made for the children to explore the 
areas in our classroom, and to express 
their learning in their own way.



Keeping parents 

informed

• You can contact us on dojo or see Miss 
Cartwright on the playground in the 
mornings. 



Knowledge organisers

From next week, these will be available on the school 
website and will also be sent out on dojo.  They outline 
what we are covering in each subject for this term and they 
are what we aim for the children to know by the end of each 
topic (sticky learning).

Knowledge organisers will be shared with the children at 
the start of the topic and will be stuck in their books. We 
will use them for quizzes and as guided reading texts. 

Our class page will also have useful documents for 
printing, as well as a written overview about the term 
ahead. 



Timetable



Topics

Autumn Term

Mega structures

Spring Term

World Kitchen

Summer Term

Jurassic forest 



Maths

• Year 1 and 2 will continue to work on 
CLIC which will improve fluency and 
the recall of known facts.  This will 
take place daily and last for 20 
minutes. 

• Counting – missing numbers, sequences, counting in 

multiples

• Learn Its – number bonds, partitioning numbers 

• It’s Nothing New – doubles of numbers and halving,  
number bonds to 10 and 20

• Calculation – addition, subtraction, multiplication and    
division



Maths
• Maths will be taught daily and Y1 and Y2 

will be separate for this, so as to cover 
the appropriate learning objectives. 

• We will be using a mastery approach, 
which targets depth of understanding, 
through the use of concrete, pictorial 
and abstract representations. 

• Reasoning and problem-solving will be 
incorporated into each lesson



Phonics and English

• Phonics – Sessions will be daily for 20-40 
minutes. Children are grouped into ability with 
EYFS and Year 2 pupils.

• English – Sessions focus on the text genres: 
fiction, poetry and non-fiction.

• Active English – A focused activity developing 
children’s knowledge of grammar.



Phonics check

• A Government led phonics check will run in June 
for all Year 1 children.

• The children will work with a teacher on an 
individual basis to read 40 words.

• Words will be either real or pseudo (alien) 
words.

• The Government give schools a pass mark after 
the test has been completed.

• Children who do not meet the required 
standard will need to retake the check in Year 2.

• Parents will be informed of whether their child 
has met the required level via letter. 

• Current Year 2 children will have their phonics 
check in October. 



Reading

• Reading books will be changed on a Monday. 
They will receive 2 books. One aimed at their 
phonics level, and one to be shared with an 
adult.

• Children in Year 1 and upwards are expected to 
read for decoding as well as fluency, 
expression and comprehension. 

• All children will be heard read during guided 
reading and individually throughout the week. 
Children’s guided reading books are sent home 
on a Friday (starting next week).



Homework

Homework will start on Monday 20th September.

It will be given out on a Monday and collected in 
on a Monday . 

For Year 1

Homework is still optional in Year 1. However it is set based on 
the phonics sound that your child is covering that week. It will 
be a mix of reading phonetically decodable real and pseudo 
word as well as spelling them.

Children will also be sent their common exception words of 
the week to practice which will provide opportunity for 
handwriting practice too. 

Additionally, hearing your child read and asking 
comprehension questions. As well as counting in multiples 
and learning number bonds to 10, would be really beneficial. 



For Year 2 

Homework will consist of either one Maths task and
one English task (alternated weekly) alongside
learning their weekly common exception words, which 

will also provide handwriting practice. 

Alongside weekly homework, it would be beneficial if 
you also work on the following:

• Reading + comprehension
• Phonics sounds
• Common Exception Words – reading and spelling
• Counting in multiples and moving forward Times 

tables – x2, x3, x5, x10
• Number bonds to 10 and 20.
• Any specific targets from parents evening



At Ropsley School we use cursive 
handwriting from Year 1.

 Every letter starts on the line.

 The pen / pencil remains in contact with the 
paper until the word is finished.

 Capital letters are never joined.

 Letters should be of the correct size and shape 
and of an appropriate shape and size.

Handwriting



For Year 1

Children will continue to practice a pre-cursive style

They will be encouraged to write like this across all subjects.

Pre-cursive handwriting looks like this:

For Year 2

Children will recap pre-cursive handwriting, to help 
with the entries and exits, before moving onto joining 
letters.

They will be encouraged to write cursively across all 
subjects, with close attention being paid to their 
presentation.

Cursive handwriting looks like this:



The following slides show the expected 

standard by the end of Year 1. This is 

what we are aiming for by July 2022. 









The following slides show the expected 

standard by the end of Year 2. This is 

what we are aiming for by July 2022. 



Reading
https://www.ropsley.lincs.sch.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=26

https://www.ropsley.lincs.sch.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=26


Writing
https://www.ropsley.lincs.sch.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=26

https://www.ropsley.lincs.sch.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=26


Maths
https://www.ropsley.lincs.sch.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=26

https://www.ropsley.lincs.sch.uk/page/?title=Curriculum&pid=26


National Curriculum Tests

In May 2022, your child will undertake several ‘tests’. This will 

allow them to demonstrate their understanding and knowledge 

of what they have learnt across their time in KS1. 

At the end of Year 2, I am asked to provide a judgement of the level 

each child is working at. This takes into account their general 

work in the classroom, 1:1 reading, guided reading, end of unit 

assessments etc. The national curriculum tests are just one, 

singular piece of evidence. They do not determine the judgement 

alone. I do not recommend you testing your child with past 

papers and ‘SATs’ booklets in readiness. The children will take 

part in these tests in a very relaxed atmosphere. In previous 

years, the children haven’t realised they were even doing a test!



National Curriculum Tests – (SATs)

Maths

Paper 1-
Arithmetic

Paper 2-
Reasoning

Reading

Paper 1-
Combined 

reading and 
answer

Paper 2-
Separate 
reading 
booklet

SPaG

Paper 1-
Spelling

Paper 2-
Grammar 

questions

Writing – Continuous assessment of INDEPENDENT 
writing. (There is no ‘test’ for this. I assess the 

independent writing they complete throughout 
the year.



What could you be doing at home to 

help your child in Year 2?

Maths

Practising 
times tables –
both 
multiplication 
and division.

Practising 
recall of 
number bonds 
to 100. 

Counting

Finding a half, 
third, quarter .

Reading

Comprehension –

Do they know 
what they have 
just read?

Can they talk to 
you about the 
characters?

Can they make a 
prediction of 
what might 
happen next?

SPaG

Practising 
spelling of 

Common 
Exception Words. 

Nouns / Verbs / 
Adjectives / 

Adverbs

Punctuation –
commas in a list / 

capital letters / 
full stops / 

Exclamation 
marks / Question 

marks

Writing for fun / Writing about special events / Keeping a 
diary over half term / Writing a book review



Assessment FOR learning

Assessment OF learning

Assessment is an on-going process. Throughout every lesson 
the teacher will be assessing where the children are at in 
their learning. This assessment will feed into future planning 
to enable children’s needs to be met. 

It is necessary at certain times for assessment to take place in the 
form of tests and tasks. This enables teachers to check children’s 
progress, particularly at the end of a unit of work or school year. 

At the end of every term:

Phonics assessment

Common Exception Words –Reading and Writing

Maths and SPaG

Some of these assessments are statutory:

In Year 2: National Curriculum Tests in May. 

Phonics Screening Test: Y2 Oct, Y1 June (Y2 resits are June).



At Ropsley we use the following phrases to 
assess how well your child is doing. 

Working Below Expected Levels

Working Within Expected Levels

Exceeding Expected Levels

End of year assessment



Thank you for 
your time!


