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‘Voyages and Exploration’



Literacy – Key Vocabulary

• Fiction
• Narrative
• Introduction
• Build up
• Problem
• Solution

• Poetry
• Simile
• Rule of three

• Non-fiction
• Instructions
• Persuasive letter

English – Year 2

Common Exception Words (CEW) to read and spell:

Grammar
• Co-ordinating conjunctions (and, 

but, or, so)
• Subordinating conjunctions ( 

because, although, however, if, 
when, that, even though)

• Compound sentence – two 
clauses joined together by a co-
ordinating conjunction.

• Main clause – can stand alone
• Expanded noun phrase (adjectives 

+ noun)
• Adverbs - describes a verb
• Time adverbials – all day, the 

next morning, later that day, 
• Verb tenses (past, present)
Sentence types
• Statement, Question, 

Exclamation, Command
Punctuation
• Capital letters and full stop
• Comma
• Exclamation marks
• Questions mark
• Apostrophe for contractions 

(don’t, can’t, won’t)

Story time books

Elmer – David McKee
The Hodgeheg – Dick King-Smith
The Elephant and the Bad Baby –
Elfrida Vipont and Raymond Briggs
Meerkat Mail – Emily Gravett

Core texts

Oliver’s Fruit Salad – Vivian French
Hansel and Gretel – Ronne Randall

Stories for diversity.
Floella Benjamin – Rhymes around the world
Various folk tales. 





Key Vocabulary

Equal groups

Groups of / lots 
of

Multiply    X

Repeated 
addition
3 + 3 + 3 = 9    3 x 3 = 
9

Arrays (rows, 
columns)

Divide ÷

Share equally 
into groups

Times tables

Count in 
multiples of 2, 3, 5 
and 10.

Multiply and 
divide by 2,5 and 
10.

The multiplication 
symbol

4 groups of 2 = 8
4 X 2 = 8 

The division symbol

8 shared equally 
between 4 groups  = 2 

8 ÷ 4 = 2 

4 X 10 = 40
10 X 4 = 40

40 ÷ 10 = 4 
40 ÷ 4 = 10





When the 
numerator (top 
number) is more 
than one and 
more than 1 
equal part is 
shaded in.



Year 2  - Science - Plants

Key skills to be taught:
Scientific enquiry – asking questions
Observing growing plants carefully after initial planting
Using observations and record data to suggest answers to questions
Identify and classify different plants and trees and their structures, 
as well as what is alive, dead or neither. 



Year 1 Science - Plants Parts of a plant

Key skills to be taught:
Scientific enquiry – asking questions
Observing growing plants carefully after initial 
planting
Using observations and record data to suggest 
answers to questions
Identify and classify different plants and trees and 
their structures.



Key facts
- Captain James Cook was an explorer from Yorkshire in the United Kingdom, 

who sailed to unknown parts of the world to find out more and share his 
discoveries

- Cook explored and  charted New Zealand ( put it on a map) and created 
maps of Australia too.  Cook and his crew were the first Europeans to visit 
Australia. Little was known about Australia before then. 

- On his second voyage, Cook put previously unknown islands on European 
maps and proved there wasn’t a more southern continent than Australia. He 
also visited Antarctica. 

- The weather during Cook’s voyages would have been very different. Hottest 
near  the equator. 

- The places Cook visited would have been very different to his home too. 

Key skills to be taught:

Locational knowledge: name and locate the 
continents and countries James Cook visited, 
as well as the oceans he sailed on.

Geographical skills: 
use world maps, atlases and globes to 
understand where James Cook travelled and 
what he discovered
- Use simple compass directions (North, South, 

East and West) to describe Captain Cook’s 
route on a map. Devise a simple map.

Physical geography; identifying the different 
weather experienced during the voyages.

Key Places

Yorkshire, United 
Kingdom

Where Captain Cook was from, in England. 

Australia and New 
Zealand (Continent: 
Australia)

Captain Cook visited here during his first 
Voyage and created maps for these 
countries.

Antarctica Cook sailed to here on his second voyage. 

North America Cook mapped lots of North America on his 
3rd voyage. He lost his life in Hawaii. 

Pacific, Atlantic, 
Southern, Indian, Arctic
Oceans. 

Cook sailed all 5 oceans, but mainly the 
Pacific Ocean. 

Key vocabulary:

Voyage – a long journey on a boat
Oceans
Continents (Asia, Africa, North America, 
South America, Antarctica, Europe, Australia)
Discover
Uncharted – when a map doesn’t exist for a 
place

Maps
Physical features – not man made. 
Weather
Equator

Geography: The Voyages of Captain Cook

Southern Ocean



Key information:
Captain James Cook was an explorer who is remembered for 3 
voyages around the world in the 18th Century ( over 250 years 
ago).

HMS Endeavour is the boat Cook used for his first voyage which 
took 3 years. 

Cook is significant because:
• he mapped parts of the world that people didn’t know 

about
• people learned more about the world around them and the 

people in it because of Cook
• he sailed the five oceans and was the first European to visit 

far away continents, when travel was rare.

Key skills to be taught:
• Chronology: have an awareness of where James Cook’s voyages 

fit on a timeline, in relation to each other and other historical 
events. Y2 to add dates to a timeline.

• Historical enquiry: using pictures, videos, fiction and non-fiction 
books, to find out about James Cook and what life was like on 
the boat. 

• Significance – why is James Cook remembered, what were the 
consequences of his actions?

• Continuity and change – do people still explore today? 

Key Vocabulary:

Voyage
Navigator
Cartographer
Explorer
HMS Endeavour 
Royal Navy
Captain 

Historical terms:
Year 1: A long time ago, in the past, old, modern. 
Year 2: centuries, decades, years 

History – The Voyages of Captain Cook

:

Captain James Cook
Born: 1728
Died: 1779



Year 1 / 2: Life journey– Islam

Key Vocabulary

Islam – the religion followed by Muslims, based on the 
teachings of Prophet Muhammad, who spread the word of 
Allah.
Allah – Muslims believe in one God called Allah.
Mosque – Islamic place of worship
Muhammad – main messenger of Allah who taught Muslim’s 
how God wanted them to behave.
Shahadah: A statement Muslim’s say and believe. ‘There is no 
God but God and Muhammad is His Prophet.

Ummah - sense of community
Shariah – Muslims working together to keep on the straight 
path
Adhaan – a call to prayer.
Aqiqah – a ceremony to celebrate the birth of a baby
Prophets – Allah’s messengers. 

Key learning:

• Muslims give thanks for new life and celebrate a new member of 
the 

• Muslim community.
• Muslims whisper the call to prayer (adhaan) into the baby’s ear just 

after they have been born, to remind them to worship one God. 
• Then the baby is given a taste of something sweet.
• There is an Aqiqah ceremony at 7 days old, as Muhammad 

mentioned in His teachings. 
• Muslims give a gift of food to the poor as part of Aqiqah to help 

bring harmony into the world. 
• Some Muslims shave the baby’s hair, the hair is weighed and the 

same weight in silver is given to the poor. 
• Babies are named during Aqiquah, often after Prophets. 
• Aqiqah is similar to baptism in Christianity 

Key skills to be taught:
• Enquiry: asking questions to find out more.
• Knowledge and empathy: to understand how different religions celebrate birth. 
• Communication: sharing opinions and listening to others
• Making connections: looking at similarities and differences between Islam and Christianity
• Reflect on three key themes: 
- believing ( what people think is real), 
- living (actions people do because of what they believe), 
- thinking (what do I believe and how is it different to what others believe?)



Key Vocabulary
Thankfulness
When you are pleased and grateful for what you have
Christianity
The religion of Christians based on the teachings of 
Jesus Christ.  One God.
Harvest festival
A Christian festival to thank God for the Harvest.  
Dalit Madonna
A famous painting of Mary and baby Jesus and images 

of harvest time
Hinduism
Hindu’s follow Hinduism. They believe in many Gods. 
Holi
Hindu festival to thank God for the harvest and good 
over evil. 
Islam
The religion of Muslims. Believe in 1 God – Allah. Based 
on the word of Prophet Muhammad. 
Aqiqah
An Islam celebration of birth, giving thanks for the 
birth of a new baby
Judaism
Jews follow the religion Judaism. They believe in 1 God. 
Sukkot
A Jewish celebration of God’s protection. 

Key facts:

Religious celebrations of thanks
Islam – Aqiqah
Muslims show thanks to God for the birth of a new baby in a 
celebration called Aqiqah. This is a naming ceremony, where the new 
baby meets family and has its’ head shaved, and the weight of the 
hair is given in gold to charity

Christianity – Harvest Festival
Christians say thanks to God for the harvest around the world.  This 
is celebrated in different ways and at different times around the 
world.  In India Christians celebrate the Harvest Festival at the 
time of the birth of Jesus.

Judaism – Sukkot
A Jewish celebration that thanks God for His protection. Jews 
remember the years that Jews who had escaped slavery spent in the 
desert and how God kept them safe. Jews build Sukkah’s (small huts 
made from natural materials) and sleep and eat in them for 8 days. 

Hinduism – Holi
Also known as the festival of colour. Hindu’s celebrate spring, good 
over evil and show thanks to God for a good harvest. They throw 
coloured water over each other, light bonfires and spread love and 
happiness.

Key skills to develop:

 Enquiry (asking questions to find out more)
 Reflection on 3 key themes: Believing (what you think is real) Living (actions you do because of what you believe) Thinking

(what do others believe)
 Empathy (respect understanding of beliefs that are different to ours )

Year 1 / 2: Thankfulness in Religions



Key skills to be taught:

Investigate : Be aware of what makes a balanced 
diet. Identify different food groups. Identify healthy, 
tasty options suitable for a fruit salad and describe 
fruits using senses. Explore different cutting 
techniques. Consider where fruit comes from.

Designing: use a clear design criteria and select 
appealing, appropriate ingredients. Sketch designs. 
Sketch and label fruit salad design and explain 
choices. 

Planning: think about and order the stages involved 
when making a fruit salad. Decide on ingredients 
and equipment.  Write up step by step instructions 
and think about labels and packaging for fruit salad. 

Making: select appropriate equipment and use this 
safely, cut and prepare the fruit hygienically. Follow 
instructions and use 2 different cutting techniques. 

Evaluating: describe the appearance and taste of 
your fruit salad. What do you like? What would you 
do differently?

Red = Year 2 only

Key vocabulary:

Key learning:
Fruit is part of a healthy balanced diet. Not 
all fruit is grown locally and can be 
expensive.. Colourful, fresh fruit salads are 
most appealing and a fruit salads need juice 
to stop the fruit from browning. Fruit salad 
should be stored in the fridge.   Fruit has to 
be cut using safe preparation techniques.  

Safe preparation techniques





Key areas of learning

Goals to success
We will choose a realistic goal and think about how to achieve it and reflect on how it feels 
when we achieve. We will also understand what achievement looks like.

My learning strengths
It is important to persevere and keep trying even when things are difficult.  We will reflect on 
our strengths as learners. 

Learning with others
Who do we work well with? Do I find it difficult to work with others?  Working with others 
can really help us learn but we won’t be able to work with everybody well. 

Having a positive attitude
Can we stay positive even if we find something tricky? Can we work with others to solve 
problems?  We will reflect on how it felt to work in a group and what went well.

Sharing success
We will discuss how being part of a successful group feels and then story these feelings in an 
internal treasure chest, to draw on when we find things hard. 

Key skills to develop:

Reflection – linking what we are learning about to own experiences
Enquiry – asking questions about how to work well I a group. 
Communication – discussing and sharing opinions
Empathy – recognizing that everybody has feelings that we are responsible for and we need 
to be mindful of this when we work as a group.
Respect – listening carefully to the opinions of others, even if they are different to yours. 

Key Vocabulary

Realistic
Proud
Success
Celebrate
Achievement
Goal

Strengths
Persevere
Challenge
Difficult
Easy

Learning together
Partner
Group
Team work

Challenge
Problem solve








