
Ropsley C of E Primary School – Year 5/6 

Topic: Play Scripts Phase: KS2 Strand: Fiction 
What should I already know? Diagrams/WAGOLL Vocabulary 

• To know some famous play writers and 
famous plays e.g. Victor Hugo, Les 
Miserables. 

• Know to include a cast list. 

• Know to include props and costume list. 

• Know how to indicate narration. 

• Know to put characters’ names on the left. 

• Know dialogue is without inverted commas. 

• Know how to indicate scenes. 

• Know stage directions are in brackets. 
• Know when to use standard English and non- 

standard English appropriately. 

 

 
 

  

 

 

What will I know by the end of the 
unit? 

• Know some famous play writers and famous 
plays e.g. William Shakespeare – The Tempest. 

• Know that names of characters go on the left 
side of the page. 

• Know that names of characters are in bold. 
• Know that there is a new line for each 
character speaking. 

• Know that a colon is used between the 
character’s name and the dialogue. 

• Know that there are no inverted commas 
used. 

• Know that stage directions are written in 
brackets (or written in italics). 
• Know that scenes are where the action takes 
place, like chapters in a book. 

• Know that props are the objects used in the 
play (indicated in the script). 

• Know costumes are what the actors wear. 
• Know that lighting is used to highlight what is 
happening or being said on the stage 
(sometimes indicated in the text e.g. red light to 
show danger.) 
• Know make up is applied to the face to make 

features stand out (sometimes indicated in 
the script). 

 

 

 

Play Act a part on a stage 

Play production An act produced to play on a 
stage 

Play script A script written for a play 

Narrator Someone who tells or recounts 
the story 

Stage director Person who directs what goes 
on the stage 

Actors People who act out the parts of 
the character in the play script 

Characters People in the play script 

Acts Chapters in a play 

Scene Place of action 

Scenery Background to show where the 
scene is set 

Stage Where the drama or action is 
happening 

Props Objects needed for the play 

Costumes Clothes for actors 

Dialogue Speech/conversation 

Play Script writing Skills 
• Understand the layout of play scripts 
• Create well thought out play scripts 
• Practice and act out play scripts 
• Use a range of punctuation effectively 
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Formal language- Formal language is 

characterized by the use of standard 

English, more complex sentence structures, 

infrequent use of personal pronouns, and 

lack of colloquial or slang terms. 

Informal Language- Informal language 

allows the use of nonstandard English 

forms, colloquial vocabulary and typically 

shorter sentence structures. 

 


